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A JOINT RESOLUTION designating Cow Creek Bridge on Kentucky Route 1428 in Floyd County in honor of Joe "Bucky" Burchett.

WHEREAS, Joe Arthur Burchett, Sr. was born March 7, 1936 to Pauline Archer and Joe Wheeler Burchett; and

WHEREAS, Joe Burchett was raised on a farm in Sugar Loaf, Kentucky where he developed a love of horses that still exists today; and

WHEREAS, Joe Burchett graduated from Prestonsburg High School in 1954, where he was a member of the varsity football, basketball, and track teams; and

WHEREAS, after high school, Joe Burchett attended Centre College in Danville and was a member of their undefeated 1955 football team; and

WHEREAS, in the fall of 1957, Joe Burchett started on the path to his true calling when he enrolled in the University of Kentucky College of Engineering; and

WHEREAS, while attending the University of Kentucky, Joe Burchett also worked part-time for the J.S. Watkins Consulting and Engineering Firm; and

WHEREAS, after graduation, Joe Burchett went to work in the bridge design office of the Kentucky Department of Highways in Frankfort and later in 1968, took a job with Nally & Thompson Construction in Bardstown; and

WHEREAS, in 1971, Joe Burchett partnered with Travis Bush and together they created Bush and Burchett, Inc; and

WHEREAS, Joe Burchett served as President and General Manager of Bush and Burchett Inc; and

WHEREAS, as a testament to his hard work and dedication, the first bridge built by Bush and Burchett Inc. was awarded an American Institute of Steel Bridge Award; and

WHEREAS, to date, Bush and Burchett Inc. has built more than 200 bridges in Eastern Kentucky alone; and

WHEREAS, the leadership of Joe Burchett stretches beyond Bush and Burchett Inc. He has been a member of the American Society of Civil Engineers since 1964, a member of the board of trustees for the United Steel Workers Pension Fund since 1979, chairman of the Highway Contractor's Negotiating Committee since 1984, and has served on the Board of Directors of the Kentucky Association of Highway Contractors for ten years including a term as their president in 1989; and

WHEREAS, Joe Burchett currently resides in Prestonsburg with his wife Barbara, their three children Kathryn, Joe Jr., and Jennifer, and their six grandchildren;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Transportation Cabinet is hereby directed to designate Cow Creek Bridge on Kentucky Route 1428 in Floyd County as the "Joe 'Bucky' Burchett Bridge" and shall, within 30 days of the effective date of this Resolution, erect the appropriate signage denoting this designation.
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