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A JOINT RESOLUTION requiring equal, unbiased access to the Kentucky Fish and Wildlife Resources Commission by all outdoor recreational enthusiasts.

WHEREAS, Kentucky is blessed with 48 percent or over 12.4 million acres of forestland which is rich with a diverse wildlife and plant ecology; and 

WHEREAS, Kentucky also has an abundance of natural water resources that include lakes, rivers, and wetlands, all of which support plant and animal life such as deer, elk, and various game birds, that outdoor enthusiasts have enjoyed since Kentucky's inception as a state; and

WHEREAS, sportsmen, women, and children from across the Commonwealth have been provided with nearly unlimited opportunities to participate in Kentucky's rich outdoor tradition, a tradition which has been handed down from generations past; and 

WHEREAS, Kentucky has a diversity of different types of outdoor enthusiasts—hunters, anglers, boaters, bird watchers, horseback riders, and hikers—all of which enjoy the unique resources that Kentucky has to offer; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky's Constitution clearly intends to protect the Commonwealth's fish and wildlife resources for the benefit of the public enjoyment, and to that end, Kentucky's declared policy for the state is to furnish sport and recreation for present and future residents of the state; and

WHEREAS, regardless of whether a Kentuckian is organized and labeled as a Kentucky sportsman, eligible to elect commissions from a wildlife district, or an individual voice who enjoys the outdoors, Kentucky's Fish and Wildlife Resources Commission represents and is open to both formal and informal participation in public policymaking affecting the fish and game resources of the state; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources shall provide, as the administrative extension of the will of the Kentucky Fish and Wildlife Resources Commission, both venue and opportunity for recreational enthusiasts to express opinion, give evidence, or make policy suggestions with the same merit and import of any other group being given time before the Commission;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The nine-member Kentucky Fish and Wildlife Resources Commission and the Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources as represented by its appointed administrative Commissioner shall afford, without any bias or preference, all interested parties the ability to participate in and express opinions, make suggestions, and give evidence and testimony on any policy or any status of wildlife or wildlife resources of the Commonwealth of Kentucky. 

Section 2.   No member of the Kentucky Fish and Wildlife Resources Commission, the Commissioner himself or herself, or the personnel of the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources shall give any preferential opportunity to or create an unfair position for a sporting organization to restrict or otherwise impair open and honest dialogue between sporting and outdoor recreational groups and the nine-member Kentucky Fish and Wildlife Resources Commission.

Section 3.   The Governor is encouraged to maintain executive oversight of and promote unbiased, nondiscriminatory, open access by the diverse community of outdoor enthusiasts to the Kentucky Fish and Wildlife Resources Commission and to the Commissioner of the Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the Senate shall send a copy of this Resolution to the Kentucky Fish and Wildlife Resources Commission at #1 Sportsman's Lane, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601.
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