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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor of the Eastern Kentucky University Cross Country Team.

WHEREAS, the Eastern Kentucky University Cross Country Team has sustained a pattern of dominance over the last decade, amassing an amazing record that will stand for years to come; and 

WHEREAS, at the 2013 Division NCAA Division I Cross Country Championships in Terre Haute, Indiana, the Eastern Kentucky University Men's Cross Country Team finished 15th out of 31 teams in the country, the highest finish in program history. During the event, the Colonels defeated such traditional powers as Stanford, Michigan, and Princeton; and 

WHEREAS, Senior Soufiane Bouchikhi led the Colonels at the national championships, finishing 26th out of 254 competitors to earn All-America honors for the second consecutive year. Bouchikhi also became only the fourth runner ever to win four consecutive individual Ohio Valley Conference titles, defeating a field of 92 runners with an 8K time of 24:14.06, marking the tenth straight year that a runner from EKU has won the conference men's title; and 

WHEREAS, 2013 saw other unprecedented feats for this program, as the Eastern Kentucky University men won the NCAA Southeast Region Championships for the first time in program history; and 

WHEREAS, the Colonels placed six runners in the top 21 at that event, easily defeating programs such as Virginia, North Carolina, North Carolina State, Virginia Tech, William & Mary, Louisville, Duke, and the University of Kentucky; and 

WHEREAS, the Eastern Kentucky University Cross Country Team is ably coached by a giant in the sport, Rick Erdmann. He was named the NCAA Southeast Region Men's Coach of the Year for the second consecutive season and won his 20th Ohio Valley Conference Coach of the Year Award and his 27th OVC women's coach of the year award, while six Colonels—seniors Soufiane Bouchikhi and Wade Meddles; juniors Ole Hesselbjerg, Thijs Nijhuis, and Ben Toroitich; and freshman Ambrose Maritim—earned All-Southeast Region honors; and

WHEREAS, by winning the Southeast Region, the Eastern Kentucky University men qualified for the NCAA Championships for the third consecutive year; and 

WHEREAS, during the 2013 season, Eastern Kentucky University was ranked as high as number 11 in the country by the U.S. Track and Cross Country Coaches Association; and

WHEREAS, the Eastern Kentucky University men won their eighth consecutive Ohio Valley Conference Title, while the EKU women won their seventh conference title in the last eight years; and 

WHEREAS, Senior Una Britton was the Ohio Valley Conference women's champion, winning the 5K race with a time of 17:42.61; and

WHEREAS, Eastern Kentucky University earned an impressive array of postseason awards in 2013. Soufiane Bouchikhi was named OVC Male Cross Country Runner of the Year for the fourth consecutive season; Ann Eason was named OVC Female Cross Country Runner of the Year for the second consecutive campaign; and Ambrose Maritim was named the OVC Male Freshman of the Year; and 

WHEREAS, this honorable body hereby commends the Eastern Kentucky Cross Country Team for its impressive showing during the 2013 season, and congratulates Coach Rick Erdmann and his staff for continuing an already strong tradition of excellence;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate hereby acknowledges the Eastern Kentucky University Cross Country Team, its coaching and support staff, and all the athletes who contributed to the unprecedented 2013 season.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of the Eastern Kentucky University Cross Country Team.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Jared Carpenter for delivery.

Page 1 of 1
BR129200.100 - 1292 - 2792

Jacketed

