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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor of Northern Kentucky Chamber of Commerce President Steve Stevens upon his retirement.

WHEREAS, Northern Kentucky Chamber of Commerce President Steve Stevens began with the Chamber in February of 1994, and through two decades of strong leadership has become a foundation in the Northern Kentucky business community; and 

WHEREAS, Steve Stevens' first legislative action was to lead the Chamber's Government Affairs department in achieving funding for the Northern Kentucky Tri-County Economic Development Corporation (Tri-ED) through a three percent tax on rental cars, which would mean a tax on visitors rather than the people who lived in Northern Kentucky. Through Mr. Stevens' perseverance and hard work, the bill eventually passed, resulting in an estimated $2 million a year to support Tri-Ed's economic development initiatives; and 

WHEREAS, Steve Stevens has worked tirelessly on projects that would benefit the communities of Northern Kentucky. Early in his career he worked with the Northern Kentucky Consensus Committee to help raise money for watershed proposals that would change the face and the future of Northern Kentucky. These projects included the Northern Kentucky Convention Center, the Northern Kentucky Juvenile Detention Center, and Gateway Community and Technical College's Boone County Campus; and 

WHEREAS, Steve Stevens has been a guiding force for the Northern Kentucky Chamber. In 2008, he led the Chamber through a vital accreditation process. Of the 300 chambers that are accredited in the U.S., fewer than 50 percent achieve Five Star Accreditation. The Northern Kentucky Chamber received such accreditation on its first try; and 

WHEREAS, Steve Stevens' influence ranges far and wide, from education to the consolidation of local government to the arena of trade, which Mr. Stevens excels in. Under Mr. Stevens' leadership, the Chamber has hosted trade groups from Malaysia, South Korea, Japan, and Europe, and in 2010-2011 the Chamber was awarded the "Going International Award" from the American Chamber of Commerce Executives as the best chamber in the U.S. and Canada involved in foreign trade; and 

WHEREAS, Steve Stevens' tenure as Northern Kentucky Chamber of Commerce President has been one of extraordinary success. In 2011 he was named Chamber Executive of the Year by the Kentucky Chamber of Commerce Executives, a rightful honor for a career that saw him achieve so much for the chamber and for the people of the communities which he has duly served; and 

WHEREAS, this honorable body honors such Kentuckians who accomplish their work with such diligence that they become models for the citizens of this Commonwealth. For a career that saw two decades' worth of success, this body commends Steve Stevens for his 20 years of service with the Northern Kentucky Chamber of Commerce, acknowledges the hard work and diligence he has shown to his native Northern Kentucky and the people who live in the communities that were profoundly improved by his good work, and wishes him the best of luck as he embarks on a well-deserved retirement;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate honors Steve Stevens for his 20 years of service as the Northern Kentucky Chamber of Commerce President, and bestows upon him best wishes as he begins this new chapter of an already accomplished life.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Steve Stevens.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Christian McDaniel for delivery.
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