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A RESOLUTION honoring and welcoming United States Representative John Lewis upon the occasion of his visit to Kentucky State University and for being the keynote speaker at the university's Black History Month Convocation.

WHEREAS, United States Representative John Lewis has devoted his life to his community and country. He will speak at Kentucky State University, founded in 1886 with the purpose of training teachers for the African American school-age population, during the Black History Month Convocation; and

WHEREAS, John Lewis graduated from Nashville's Fisk University with a Bachelors of Arts degree in Religion and Philosophy, and from the American Baptist Theological Seminary. He holds more than 50 honorary degrees from such prestigious universities and colleges as Harvard University, Princeton University, Morehouse College, Clark-Atlanta University, Brown University, Duke University, Howard University, Brandeis University, Columbia University, Fisk University, and Troy State University; and

WHEREAS, growing up in Alabama, Mr. Lewis was inspired by the Montgomery Bus Boycott and radio broadcasts of Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. He organized passive demonstrations at segregated lunch counters while in college, participated in the 1961 Freedom Rides, and was beaten by angry mobs and arrested for protesting the South's Jim Crow segregation; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Lewis helped form the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC), which he chaired from 1963 to 1966. He was recognized as one of the Big Six leaders of the Civil Rights Movement in 1963, and on August 23, 1963, he was one of the principal architects of the March on Washington, at which he also served as a keynote speaker. Over the ensuing years, he coordinated many SNCC voter registration drives and community action programs; and led over 600 protesters across the Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma, Alabama, where the protesters were attacked by Alabama State Troopers in what is known today as "Bloody Sunday." News coverage of that event helped lead to passage of the Voting Rights Act of 1964; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Lewis has served as Associate Director of the Field Foundation; participator in the Southern Regional Council's voter registration programs; Director of the Voter Education Project; Director, upon appointment by President Jimmy Carter, of ACTION, a federal volunteer agency; and a member of the Atlanta City Council; and

WHEREAS, Congressman Lewis has served the citizens of Georgia's Fifth Congressional District since November 1986. He is Senior Chief Deputy Whip for the Democratic Party in House leadership, and is a member of the House Ways and Means Committee, the Subcommittee on Income Security and Family Support, and the ranking member of the Subcommittee on Oversight; and

WHEREAS, Congressman Lewis has earned many accolades and achievements for his years of service. He was granted the Medal of Freedom, the highest civilian honor, by President Barack Obama, and he has received the Lincoln Medal from Ford's Theatre, the Martin Luther King, Jr. Non-violent Peace Prize, the NAACP Spingarn Medal, the President's Medal of Georgetown University, the only John F. Kennedy "Profile in Courage Award" ever granted by the John F. Kennedy Library Foundation for lifetime achievement, and many other awards. He is the co-author of the #1 New York Times graphic novel, March, and author of Across That Bridge: Life Lessons and a Vision for Change, which was the winner of the 2012 NAACP Image Award for Best Literary Work-Biography. He has appeared on many news broadcasts and in many documentaries; and

WHEREAS, as Congressman Lewis is known as "the conscience of the United States Congress," and Roll Call magazine has referred to him as "a genuine American hero and moral leader who commands widespread respect in the chamber," it is without question a distinguished honor to welcome him to Frankfort and Kentucky State University;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate honors and commends United States Representative John Lewis upon the occasion of his visit to Kentucky State University, for being the keynote speaker at the university's Black History Month Convocation, and for his lifetime of dedication to protecting human rights and securing civil liberties.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Representative John Lewis.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Gerald Neal for delivery.
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