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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor of Colonel Vermont Garrison.

WHEREAS, this honorable body rightfully celebrates the accomplishments of the servicemen and –women of this Commonwealth who have courageously sacrificed their own safety to protect the liberty of their fellow citizens; and 

WHEREAS, Colonel Vermont Garrison is one such Kentuckian. He was born on a farm in Mount Victory, Kentucky, on October 29, 1915, the cherished son of Mayhue H. and Shelta Harriet Sears Garrison. A graduate of Pulaski County Public Schools, Eastern Kentucky State Teachers College, and Sue Bennett Junior College, he taught in a one-room school between 1936 and 1941; and 

WHEREAS, at the age of 25, Colonel Garrison joined the Royal Air Force, training in Canada before being deployed for the defense of Britain. He proved his remarkable talent as a pilot for England, and in 1943 he resigned from the RAF and joined the 336th Fighter Squadron of the 4th Fighter Group of the United States Army Air Forces. He shot down 7 1/3 enemy aircraft during World War II, giving him the vaunted title of "ace"; and 

WHEREAS, on March 3, 1944, Colonel Garrison was shot down and captured while escorting bombers to Berlin. He was a prisoner of war in Stalag Luft I until the end of World War II, when Russian troops liberated the camp; and 

WHEREAS, Colonel Garrison rejoined the 4th Fighter Group during the Korean War and commanded the 335th Fighter Squadron. He shot down ten Mig-15 aircraft and likely destroyed or damaged nine more, making him one of only seven men in the history of the Air Force to become a triple ace; and 

WHEREAS, Colonel Garrison would go on to fly missions in the Vietnam War, making him the rare pilot to fly missions in three different conflicts and earning him the nickname "The Gray Eagle." Later in his life, in an interview with  Mountain Home News, he would atribute his success and longevity as a fighter pilot to his calm during conflict and his "iron determination"; and 

WHEREAS, Colonel Garrison's military awards are numerous. He was the recipient of the United States Air Force Command Pilot Badge, a Silver Star with oak leaf cluster, the Air Force Longevity Service Award, a Vietnam Service Medal with bronze service star, and a Purple Heart, among many other worthy accolades and honors; and 

WHEREAS, Colonel Garrison was an esteemed resident of Mountain Home, Kentucky. He married his beloved wife, Maria Lee, on August 12, 1961, and the couple would have four children, Major Shelta Reese, Jane Garrison, Jonna Robinson, and David Garrison; and 

WHEREAS, Colonel Garrison departed this earthly life on February 14, 1994. On this, the 20th anniversary of Colonel Garrison's death, this honorable body hereby honors him for his heroic accomplishments as an Air Force fighter pilot; thanks him for his exemplary courage in the face of the gravest danger; and acknowledges the continuing legacy Colonel Garrison left in the hearts of his family, the people of Mount Victory and Mountain Home, and in the lives of everyone in this Commonwealth who benefits from the myriad freedoms Colonel Garrison bravely helped protect;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the Senate, both individually and collectively, hereby honor Colonel Vermont Garrison for his extraordinary service as a United States Air Force Fighter Pilot, and remember him on this, the twentieth anniversary of his passing.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Colonel Vermont Garrison.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Albert Robinson for delivery.
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