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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor of Frank X Walker upon winning the 2014 NAACP Image Award for Outstanding Literary Work in Poetry.

WHEREAS, Frank X Walker is a cherished son of this Commonwealth, having been born in Danville, Kentucky, the second of ten children; and 

WHEREAS, Frank X Walker completed his MFA in poetry at Louisville's Spalding University in 2003. An associate professor of English at the University of Kentucky, Mr. Walker is a founding member of the Affrilachian Poets and the founding editor of PLUCK! The New Journal of Affrilachian Art and Culture. His books of poetry include When Winter Come: the Ascension of York, Black Box, and Affrilachia; and

WHEREAS, in February 2013, Frank X Walker was named Poet Laureate of Kentucky for 2013-2014. The honor made him Kentucky's most distinct poet, and the commendation was a tribute to the work Mr. Walker has done both as a poet and as a commentator on African-American culture and history; and 

WHEREAS, on February 22, 2014, in Los Angeles, California, Frank X Walker was the recipient of an NAACP Image Award for Outstanding Literary Work in Poetry. The honor was rightfully given to Mr. Walker at the 45th Annual Image Awards program, and Mr. Walker was honored for his most recent book, Turn Me Loose: The Unghosting of Medgar Evers. The book, which explores the 1963 murder of the civil rights activist, is an exploration of the murder and its aftermath written in the voices of the people who were closest to Evers. The title Turn Me Loose is a reflection of Mr. Evers' last words, which he uttered before his tragic death in Jackson, Mississippi; and 

WHEREAS, this honorable body hereby commends Frank X Walker for his extraordinary talent as a poet, for the indelible mark that he has left on this Commonwealth as a thinker and activist for human rights, and for being the rightful recipient of the 2014 NAACP Image Award for Outstanding Literary Work in Poetry;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the Senate honor Frank X Walker upon winning the 2014 NAACP Image Award for Outstanding Literary Work in Poetry, congratulate him for his incredible career in the arts and education, and wish him the best of luck as he continues in his esteemed duties as this Commonwealth's Poet Laureate.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Frank X Walker.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Reginald Thomas for delivery.
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