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A RESOLUTION honoring the University of Kentucky Cheerleading Squad for winning its 20th national championship.

WHEREAS, on January 19, 2014, at the Universal Cheerleader Association College Cheerleading and Dance Team National Championship in Orlando, Florida, the University of Kentucky cheerleaders assumed their rightful place at the top of the sport by becoming 20-time national champions; and 

WHEREAS, the historic victory cemented the team's unprecedented dominance in the sport of cheerleading. At the 2013 event, they were unseated by the University of Memphis, but this year's victory reasserts the team's power and once again proves that the Wildcats, their talented group of cheerleaders, and Coach Jomo Thompson represent the very pinnacle of their sport; and 

WHEREAS, the national championship gives the University of Kentucky a staggering 11 titles since 2000, more than any other Division 1A school. The program captured the national championship in 1985, 1987, 1988, 1992, 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2008, 2009, 2012, and again in 2014. It has finished in the top ten every year since the creation of the Universal Cheerleader Association National Championship; and 

WHEREAS, University of Kentucky cheerleaders are not only stars in competition, but they are also integral parts of the University of Kentucky athletic experience. Whether on the court at Memorial Coliseum or Rupp Arena, or on the field at Commonwealth Stadium, UK's cheerleading squad plays an essential role in the atmosphere of the game and in the team's success, and for this hard work and dedication to their craft they should be duly commended; and

WHEREAS, the University of Kentucky Cheerleading Squad, upon winning its historic 20th national championship, continue to be examples for all young men and women of this Commonwealth. They represent a sustained dominance that is unheralded in college athletics, and for their efforts they are rightfully associated with the perfection, creativity, and tireless work that has made University of Kentucky cheerleading legendary;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate hereby honors the University of Kentucky Cheerleading Squad for winning its 20th national championship and wishes all its members and Coach Jomo Thompson the best of luck as they continue to uphold the winning tradition of University of Kentucky athletics.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of the University of Kentucky Cheerleading Squad.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Jomo K. Thompson, Head Cheerleading Coach, University of Kentucky Memorial Coliseum, Room 16E, Lexington, Kentucky 40506-0019.
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