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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor of Blake Collins and the Clippers upon winning the 2014 Olentangy Youth Athletic Association Sixth Grade Division II Basketball Tournament.

WHEREAS, the Olentangy Youth Athletic Association is a nonprofit organization that offers recreational sports opportunities for the youth of Olentangy, Ohio. Olentangy's mission is to nurture a love and respect for the sports in which their young athletes participate, and to give every child a chance to play; and 

WHEREAS, in the 2014 sixth-grade basketball season, Blake Collins and the Clippers finished a winless regular season at 0 wins and 7 losses; and 

WHEREAS, the Clippers would compete in the Division II Sixth-Grade Tournament. Against all odds, the team won their first game against the Royals. Then they won their second game, beating the Crew, and advanced to the semifinals. Behind the perseverance of the players and the direction of their coaches, the Clippers beat the Lakers, and then toppled the Jazz in the title game to become Division II champions; and 

WHEREAS, it is important when such an uncommon event happens that the young participants learn from their victory, and in this way what occurs on the playing field may impact the players' lives as they move on and reflect on what they were able to accomplish. Blake Collins, a 12-year-old player on the Clippers' championship team, learned along with his teammates to always work hard; to believe in himself and his teammates; and to never, ever give up even in the face of what may seem like insurmountable odds; and

WHEREAS, this honorable body honors Blake Collins and the Clippers today for their amazing run to a championship, and acknowledges Blake's parents, Jancie and Fred Collins, his brothers, Drew and Grant, and all his family and friends who are so proud of him for being part of this extraordinary athletic accomplishment;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate hereby honors Blake Collins and the Clippers upon winning the 2014 Olentangy Youth Athletic Association Sixth Grade Division II Basketball Tournament, commends the hard work and sacrifice of each of these young athletes, and commends the direction and leadership of their coaches and parents for giving them the foundation upon which to build a winning attitude. 

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Blake Collins and the Clippers.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Gerald Neal for delivery.
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