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A RESOLUTION honoring two groups of Spencer County High School students for their accomplishments in winning the National FFA's Dairy Cattle Evaluation and Management and the Farm Business Management competitions at the national FFA Convention and Expo.

WHEREAS, Spencer County High School students Tyler Goodlet, Caleb Fulkerson, Andrew Krueger, and Shelby West, advised by Bland Baird, won the top honors in the FFA Convention and Expo Dairy Cattle Evaluation and Management Competition; and

WHEREAS, Spencer County High students Jacob Barnett, Daniel Cooper, Tyler Nichols, and Rachel Sibert, with Darryl Matherly as their adviser, took home the top honors in the FFA Convention and Expo Farm Management Team Competition; and

WHEREAS, the events are among the many educational activities at the 2013 National FFA Convention and Expo, held at the Kentucky Exposition Center in Louisville, in which FFA members demonstrate their ability to apply classroom knowledge to real-life situations; and

WHEREAS, this is the fourth national first place win for the Dairy Cattle Evaluation and Management Team and the first national first place win for the Farm Management Team. The Dairy Cattle Evaluation and Management event tests students' abilities to select and manage quality dairy cattle. The Farm Business Management event is designed to test the ability of students to apply economic principles and concepts in analyzing farm and ranch business management; and

WHEREAS, a considerable amount of preparation is required for the FFA competitions. Members of the Spencer County High's FFA Farm Management Team began preparing for competition last school year and met throughout the summer to study and take practice exams. The Dairy Cattle Evaluation and Management team members have been preparing their entire high school careers; and

WHEREAS, the farm management group has reached its highest peak, but the dairy judging team will continue on to international competition in Scotland this summer; and

WHEREAS, many of the award-winning Spencer County High School FFA students plan to attend colleges and universities, with goals of becoming agricultural teachers, doctors, veterinarians, pharmacists, agricultural engineers, and research biologists; and

WHEREAS, one student summed up the importance of the FFA experience, indicating that "FFA is a leadership building program" and represents a good way "to meet people and learn"; 

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the Senate, both individually and collectively, do hereby recognize and applaud Spencer County High School students Tyler Goodlet, Caleb Fulkerson, Andrew Krueger, Shelby West, Jacob Barnett, Daniel Cooper, Tyler Nichols, and Rachel Sibert, and their advisers Bland Baird and Darryl Matherly, upon winning top honors in the National FFA Dairy Cattle Evaluation and Management and Farm Business Management events.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns on this day, it does so in honor of the Spencer County High School FFA competition winners.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate shall transmit a copy of this Resolution to the office of Senator Jimmy Higdon.
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