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A RESOLUTION honoring the commissioning of the USS Somerset.

WHEREAS, the USS Somerset is a San Antonio-Class, amphibious transport dock that is the ninth ship of its kind. The ship is 684 feet long, has a displacement of 24,000 tons, and has a crew of 396 sailors and three Marines and can embark an additional 400 Marines for forward deployment; and 

WHEREAS, the commissioning of a ship is the ceremonial placement of the ship into active service. It is a rightful culmination of the ship's purpose and design, and by its commission the ship formally enters into the proud tradition that has marked the United States Navy for more than two centuries; and

WHEREAS, on March 1, 2014, the USS Somerset was commissioned during a ceremony in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The commissioning was a rightful testimony to the USS Somerset's conception and its future as a protector of this nation and her people; and 

WHEREAS, Somerset, Kentucky, as the Houseboat Capital of the World, is particularly proud and respectful of the Naval heritage and traditions of this country; and

WHEREAS, the USS Somerset was named in commemoration of the September 11th attacks. The ship's name honors those who made the ultimate sacrifice on United Airlines Flight 93 that crashed near Shanksville in Somerset County, Pennsylvania. After the crash, emergency personnel recovered 95 percent of the wreckage. An American flag was hoisted on top of a power shovel or "dragline" on a hill near the crash site. In the summer of 2008, the dragline's bucket was melted down and cast into the USS Somerset's bow stem, a symbol of the strength and perseverance of the people of this great nation; and 

WHEREAS, this honorable body rightfully honors those instruments of our Armed Forces that not only help protect our freedoms, but are also testaments to the events that provide the reason that we need those freedoms protected. The body commends those who have made the USS Somerset a reality, thanks all the men and women who will spend time aboard her, and congratulates the Somerset on its commissioning;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate hereby honors the USS Somerset upon its commissioning; wishes the sailors and Marines who will spend time aboard the ship fair winds and following seas as they begin the honorable task of protecting this country; and solemnly reflects on the events of September 11th, particularly the crash of United Flight 93 in Shanksville, Pennsylvania, for which the USS Somerset is rightfully named.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of the USS Somerset.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Chris Girdler for delivery.
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