UNOFFICIAL COPY AS OF 03/21/14
14 REG. SESS.
14 RS BR 2120


A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor of Dorothy K. Griffith and expressing appreciation for her dedication to public service and community through her tireless efforts on behalf of literacy.

WHEREAS, Dorothy K. Griffith, a passionate, forward-thinking, and formidable woman with vision, understood the importance of literacy and the impact that a library would have in rural Greenup County. In 1969, through her initiative and efforts to seek collaboration and understanding among disparate segments of the community, Ms. Griffith began a petition drive that, within 65 days, collected 4,129 signatures, which was 40 percent more than the required number to establish a library district. Jesse Stuart, Poet Laureate of Kentucky, supported the initiative and signed the petition; and

WHEREAS, after Ms. Griffith presented the petition to the fiscal court on May 4, 1969, the Greenup County Library District was established, and Ms. Griffith was named head librarian; and

WHEREAS, the district rented space and opened libraries in Greenup and Flatwoods in 1969. In 1975, a new building was opened for the Flatwoods library; this building was renovated and expanded in 2002 due to demand. Another library opened in an existing building in South Shore in the 1970s, and it was followed by a new building in 1998. In 2013, the Greenup library moved into a new multi-million dollar facility built with no debt, under Ms. Griffith's direction; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Griffith was always an active member of the Kentucky Library Association, and received its Outstanding Public Librarian Award in 1981. In 1993, the Greenup County Library Board received the Outstanding Library Board award; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Griffith retired in December 2013 at the youthful age of 87, following a career dedicated to public service, literacy, library, and community. While she has endured the personal losses of her husband and daughter in the past five years, she remains much loved by her community and all those she has served, and Greenup County and the Commonwealth of Kentucky are richer for the life of commitment by Dorothy K. Griffith;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate expresses its appreciation to Dorothy K. Griffith for her dedication to public service and community, and for leading the fight for literacy in Greenup County.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Dorothy K. Griffith.

Section 3.   The Clerk is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Robin L. Webb for delivery to Dorothy K. Griffith.
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