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A RESOLUTION honoring Dr. Joe E. Ellis.

WHEREAS, on March 12-16, 2014, SECO 2014 took place in Atlanta, Georgia; and 

WHEREAS, SECO, produced annually by the Southern Council of Optometrists, Inc., is the largest optometric meeting in the world and attracts more than 7,500 national and international eye care professionals, vendors, and allied ophthalmic personnel; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Joe E. Ellis, of Benton, Kentucky, was named 2014 Optometrist of the South at SECO. The award, SECO's highest honor, was a celebration of Dr. Ellis's career and his achievements as one of this Commonwealth's finest optometrists; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Ellis, who has been practicing since 1986 and is a partner of Dr. Laurel Van Horn and Dr. Aaron Lyles at EyeCare Associates of Kentucky, was lauded for his advocacy of the optometric profession and the respect he has garnered from optometrists nationwide; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Ellis has served as President and Legislative Chair of the Kentucky Optometric Association's Board of Trustees. In this capacity, he led the fight in 1996 to obtain oral therapeutic privileges. He has also been pivotal in many legislative victories, including legislation regarding children's school entrance exams in 2000 and the Access to Quality Eye Care Bill in 2010; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Ellis has also served on the American Optometric Association's (AOA) Board of Trustees and that body's President in 2010-2011. He was the Speaker of the AOA's House of Delegates in 2012, and is currently the Chairman of the Board for AOA Excel. In his community, he serves on the Marshall County Hospital Staff and the Marshall County Health Department Board, is a board member of Kentucky's Local Health Department, serves on the advisory board for the Kentucky Health Insurance Exchange, and is active in the Kentucky Council on Postsecondary Education; and

WHEREAS, this honorable body hereby congratulates Dr. Joe E. Ellis upon being named 2014 Optometrist of the South; commends him for his years of service to the people of Benton; and wishes he and his wife, Rene, and their three children best wishes as they continue to be positive examples in their community;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the Senate hereby applaud Dr. Joe E. Ellis upon being named Optometrist of the South at SECO 2014, and grant him best wishes as he continues to bring quality optometric care to the people of his community.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Dr. Joe E. Ellis.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Bob Leeper for delivery.
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