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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor and loving memory of Karl Spillman Forester.

WHEREAS, Karl Spillman Forester was a son of this Commonwealth, having been born in Harlan on May 2, 1940, the cherished son of the late W.D. and Elizabeth Spillman Forester; and 

WHEREAS, Karl Spillman Forester was in the private practice of law in Harlan from 1966 to 1988. He was appointed to the federal bench by Ronald Reagan and served as a United States District Court Judge beginning on July 27, 1988. He also served as the Chief Judge of the Eastern District of Kentucky from 2001 to 2005; and 

WHEREAS, Karl Spillman Forester handled the famous Comair Flight 5191 case, and his equitable nature and calm demeanor were cited as fundamental reasons the case was seen as successfully litigated and ruled upon; and 

WHEREAS, Karl Spillman Forester was honored with the Distinguished Jurist Award, to be given at the upcoming University of Kentucky College of Law Alumni Reception at the Kentucky Bar Convention. An avid golfer who enjoyed spending time with his family, he was a loyal University of Kentucky fan and a horse racing enthusiast; and 

WHEREAS, Karl Spillman Forester, a man of keen wit and intelligence, departed this earthly life and entered the gates of Heaven on March 29, 2014, leaving his family, friends, and an entire community in solemn mourning; and 

WHEREAS, Karl Spillman forester was preceded in death by his parents and his sister, Jane Carroll. He is survived by his beloved wife of 50 years, Tarasa Travis Forester; his children, William Todd (Lola) Forester and Mary Beth (Sean) Cutter; his grandchildren, Amelia Cutter, Sam Cutter, Katherine Forester, and Natalie Forester; and his nephews, Will Carroll and Jon Carroll;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the Senate hereby express their most profound and sincere condolences upon the passing of Karl Spillman Forester, and extend their heartfelt sympathy to his family in this time of loss.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory, honor, and appreciation of the life and legacy of Karl Spillman Forester. 

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Johnny Ray Turner for delivery.
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