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A RESOLUTION designating August 20 as Kentucky Day of Sailing.

WHEREAS, August 20 is a date known around the sailing world as the date when one of the oldest and best-known trophies in competitive international sailing was first offered; and 

WHEREAS, on August 20, 1851, this trophy was offered by the Royal Yacht Squadron of Great Britain for a race around the Isle of Wight. The cup was won by the America, a 100-foot schooner from New York City, and the award subsequently became known as America's Cup; and 

WHEREAS, in admiration and reverence of this historic date, this honorable body hereby designates August 20 as Kentucky Day of Sailing; and 

WHEREAS, the waterways of Kentucky are a major part of the economic and recreational character of this Commonwealth. Kentucky is blessed with 18,000 miles of waterways—more miles than that of any other of the United States except Alaska—and sailing is a fundamental part of how Kentuckians use these magnificent gifts; and 

WHEREAS, from Cave Run in the East to Land Between the Lakes in the West, as well as the Ohio River, Kentucky has a rich tradition of sailing. It is a sport for the avid enthusiast as well as an extraordinary tourist attraction; and 

WHEREAS, in so deeming August 20 Kentucky Day of Sailing, this honorable body commends those who sail while acknowledging the aesthetic purity of the activity; notes the importance of the sailing industry in this Commonwealth; and urges all those sailing enthusiasts who will hit the waterways this summer to spend time in reflection on the historical importance of August 20 as a landmark not only in the world of sailing, but also its meaning for the sailing tradition of Kentucky;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate hereby designates August 20 as Kentucky Day of Sailing and grants all those who sail in this Commonwealth best wishes as they set out for new adventures upon Kentucky's beautiful waterways.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Kentucky Day of Sailing.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Brandon Smith for delivery.
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