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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor of the 100th anniversary of the death of Kentucky's 31st Governor, John Y. Brown.

WHEREAS, John Y. Brown was a cherished son of this great Commonwealth, having been born in Claysville in Hardin County on June 28, 1835. An 1855 graduate of Centre College, Brown was admitted to the bar in 1857 and married Lucie Barbee, who later died in 1858; and 

WHEREAS, in that same year, John Y. Brown was elected to the 36th United States Congress. Because he had not attained the age required by the Constitution, he did not take his seat until the second session; and 

WHEREAS, John Y. Brown and his wife, Rebecca Hart Dixon, the daughter of former United States Senator and Kentucky Lieutenant Governor Archibald Dixon, moved to Henderson and settled at 724 Center Street, a lovely Italianate home where they raised eight children; and

WHEREAS, in 1866, John Y. Brown's seat in Congress was declared vacant because of his alleged disloyalty to the Union during the Civil War, but he was again elected to Congress in 1872 and ably served as a member of that august body until 1877; and 

WHEREAS, John Y. Brown was elected Governor of the Commonwealth of Kentucky in 1891. He immediately appointed a commission to study the impact of the new Constitution of 1890 on the state's laws and institutions, and the legislature was in session almost continuously from 1891 to 1893; and 

WHEREAS, John Y. Brown ran for Governor in 1900 against William Goebel. Goebel was elected to that office, but was mortally wounded on the Capitol steps by an assassin before he was sworn in. Brown's own candidacy was derailed after being injured in a serious fall in Leitchfield, but he would go on to serve as the defense counsel for Secretary of State Caleb Power; and 

WHEREAS, John Y. Brown died in Henderson on January 11, 1904, and he is buried in Fernwood Cemetery;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of this honorable body hereby recognize former Kentucky Governor John Y. Brown upon the 100th anniversary of his death; posthumously commend Governor Brown for the many sacrifices he made to the citizens of Kentucky; and recognize the historic achievements made by one of the true institutions of this Commonwealth.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Governor John Y. Brown.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Dorsey Ridley.
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