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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor and loving memory of Jack Burch.

WHEREAS, Jack Burch was born in Memphis, Tennessee. At a young age he met Martin Luther King, Jr., and through his family's support of improved race relations and his own selfless courage, Mr. Burch became an advocate for racial equality and fairness; and 

WHEREAS, throughout his decorated life and career, Jack Burch celebrated the differences in people and fought to allow everyone's voice to be heard; and 

WHEREAS, Jack Burch served with the Peace Corps in Africa before returning to Kentucky, where he worked in Hazard as the President of the Appalachian Leadership and Community Outreach for four years; and

WHEREAS, Jack Burch was named Executive Director of the Community Action Council for Fayette, Bourbon, Harrison, and Nicholas Counties in 1979, taking over an embattled organization that was thought to be defunct. He diligently worked to help grant basic necessities like food and clothing while trying to change the organization systemically, and his efforts resurrected the council and earned him great respect throughout this Commonwealth; and 

WHEREAS, Jack Burch built Head Start Programs, worked with utility companies to help families in dire financial situations, and tirelessly advocated on behalf of the poor and those in need. He built the Community Action Council into a $26 million organization, and during his tenure he became known as a man of integrity, utmost compassion, and extraordinary work ethic; and 

WHEREAS, Jack Burch departed this earthly life on April 9, 2014, leaving behind a lasting legacy of meritorious leadership and indelible courage; and 

WHEREAS, Jack Burch is survived by his son, Jack E. (Jeb) Burch III; his daughter-in-law, Laura C. Jack; his grandson, Charlie Hall; his sister, Jennie Robertson; his brother, Dana Burch; his ex-wife, Margaret Burch; and his dear friend, Lanny Adkins;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the Senate, both individually and collectively, hereby express their most profound and sincere condolences upon the passing of Jack Burch, and extend their heartfelt sympathy to his family in this time of loss.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory, honor, and appreciation of the life and legacy of Jack Burch. 

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator R.J. Palmer II for delivery.
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