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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor of Senator Jerry P. Rhoads upon his retirement from this Honorable Body after 12 years of dedicated service to the people of this Commonwealth.

WHEREAS, Senator Jerry Rhoads was born in Henderson, Kentucky, on July 5, 1941; and 

WHEREAS, Senator Jerry Rhoads attended Henderson City High School, where he played football, basketball, and baseball for the "Flash," lettering in all three sports; and 

WHEREAS, Senator Jerry Rhoads graduated from Murray State University and the University of Kentucky College of Law, Order of the Coif, and was admitted to the Kentucky Bar in 1966; and 

WHEREAS, Senator Jerry Rhoads proudly served his country during the Vietnam War in the United States Army's JAG Corps from 1966 to 1970; and 

WHEREAS, Senator Jerry Rhoads was the city attorney and prosecutor for Providence, Kentucky, from 1970 to 1975; and 

WHEREAS, Senator Jerry Rhoads was the founder of Rhoads & Rhoads, P.S.C., in Madisonville and Owensboro, and continues to practice law there along with his brother, Thomas M. Rhoads, and his sons, Bradley P. and Christopher L. Rhoads; and

WHEREAS, Senator Jerry Rhoads has been an active leader in his home community of Madisonville, serving as president of the Madisonville-Hopkins County Chamber of Commerce, chair of the Building Drive, as president of the Webster County Bar Association, as board member of Crime Stoppers, as president of the Hopkins County Family Young Men's Christian Association, and as vice president of the Hopkins County United Way; and

WHEREAS, Senator Jerry Rhoads is a University of Kentucky Fellow, Lafferty Society, past president and member of the Board of Governors of the Kentucky Academy of Trial Attorneys, member and former delegate of the American Academy of Trial Attorneys, and founder and former editor of the Workers' Compensation Review; and 

WHEREAS, in 2002, Senator Jerry Rhoads was elected to serve Senate District 6, which included Hopkins, Muhlenberg, and Ohio Counties, and has since been elected to two additional terms; and 

WHEREAS, Senator Jerry Rhoads' public service career has been exemplary and has included membership on the Workers' Compensation Task Force, the Judiciary Committee, the Education Committee, the Economic Development, Tourism, and Labor Committee, the Natural Resources and Energy Committee, the Veterans, Military Affairs, and Public Protection Committee, the Subcommittee on the Penal Code and Controlled Substances Act, the Rules Committee, the Committee on Committees, and the Legislative Research Commission; and 

WHEREAS, Senator Jerry Rhoads was elected by his caucus as Senate Democratic Whip in 2009 and continues to serve in that role to this day; and 

WHEREAS, Senator Jerry Rhoads has admirably given 12 years of his time and talent to work for the people of the Commonwealth, and upon his retirement from this body he is acknowledged for his accomplishments as a talented attorney, legislator, and son of this great Commonwealth of Kentucky; and 

WHEREAS, this honorable body hereby recognizes and applauds Senator Jerry P. Rhoads for his public service, for the sacrifices he has made to serve his constituents, and for his tireless advocacy for the advancement of the Commonwealth of Kentucky;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the Kentucky Senate hereby salute the Senator from Hopkins; express their sincere appreciation for his service to his community, the General Assembly, and his Commonwealth; acknowledge the role his beloved wife, Dr. Judy Rhoads, has played in his distinguished tenure as a lawmaker; and wish him Godspeed as he awaits new and exciting challenges.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Senator Jerry P. Rhoads.
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