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A RESOLUTION honoring Special Agent James Spalding on the occasion of being awarded the Soldier’s Medal.

WHEREAS, the Soldier’s Medal is the highest peacetime award for valor in the United States Army, only available to those who have performed an act of heroism that involved a potential hazard or danger and the voluntary risk of his or her life under conditions not involving conflict with an armed enemy. The Soldier’s Medal evolved from a directive by the Department of Defense in 1922 to recognize acts of bravery during peacetime, which was then enacted by Congress. The first Soldier’s Medals were awarded on October 17, 1927; and

WHEREAS, the Soldier’s Medal is rarely awarded, with only 18,520 individuals having received it since 1927. On average, only 213 members of the Army each year perform acts of heroism that warrant a Soldier’s Medal; and

WHEREAS, on December 22, 2012, Special Agent James Spalding risked his life to save a Canadian couple from drowning at the Flamenco Beach Resort in Puerto Rico. Special Agent Spalding was a special-agent-in-charge of the United States Army Criminal Investigation Command's Puerto Rico CID office, and was vacationing with family when he heard screams from the couple off shore; and 

WHEREAS, the couple was trapped between a violent riptide pushing them across the cove and an undertow pulling them out to sea. The riptide and undertows were accompanied by six-foot wave surges. Exhausted and powerless, and with no lifeguard or emergency personnel on duty, the couple’s only hope was that someone could hear their screams and cries for help; and 

WHEREAS, hearing the cries of the couple, Special Agent James Spalding quickly entered the treacherous waters to save them. However, the waters proved too perilous for James to aid the couple on his own; he quickly returned to shore, retrieved a life jacket and swim fins, and reentered the waters. Once he reached the husband, James handed him the life jacket, which the husband used to swim back to shore; and

WHEREAS, Special Agent James Spalding almost encountered death trying to save the wife. James was exhausted and unsure if he would have the energy to fight the violent undertow, current, and wave surges. Suddenly, he remembered his military training to swim with the current at an angle back to shore. Hooking his arms with the wife, James traversed on a diagonal course back to shore; and

WHEREAS, the heroic effort of Special Agent James Spalding epitomizes qualities necessary for the Soldier’s Medal. James risked his life to save others in peril by jumping into treacherous water currents and wave surges. James answered a call for help when no one else was willing or able to do so. Recognizing his act of valor, Special Agent James Spalding was awarded the Soldier's Medal on November 4, 2013; 

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate honors Special Agent James Spalding on the occasion of his award of the Soldier's Medal.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor and recognition of Special Agent James Spalding.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to deliver a copy of this Resolution to the office of Senator Jimmy Higdon, Capitol Annex Room 204.
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