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A RESOLUTION recognizing and honoring the Governor's Counterdrug Support Team for its exceptional service to the Commonwealth.

WHEREAS, the Governor's Counterdrug Support Team has as its main objective directly contributing to the seizure and destruction of illegal drugs. The Governor's Counterdrug Support Team has seized and destroyed over 25 billion dollars worth of illegal drugs within the Commonwealth of Kentucky since the inception of the program in 1988; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky is one of the few states in the nation approved by the National Guard Bureau to conduct tactical egress operations in support of marijuana eradication. The personnel in the Governor's Counterdrug Support Team are considered subject matter experts and travel around the county providing assistance to other state counterdrug programs; and

WHEREAS, the Governor's Counterdrug Support Team attributes its success to its effective and supportive operational sections. Each section has been instrumental to the accomplishments that have been reached thus far; and

WHEREAS, the Governor's Counterdrug Support Team's Civil Operation section, formally known as Drug Demand Reduction, has reached tens of thousands of adults and teenagers through the educational program "Stay on Track" and has also distributed thousands of red ribbons to hundreds of school across the Commonwealth in Support of Red Ribbon Week to promote drug awareness; and 

WHEREAS, the Governor's Counterdrug Support Team has a section created specifically to prevent abuse of illicit drugs by military personnel. The Substance Abuse section provides training and supplies to over 350 units of prevention leaders and commanders so that they can conduct random, unannounced drug testing; and

WHEREAS, the Governor's Counterdrug Support Team is recognized by the National Guard Bureau for its advanced Aviation section. The Aviation section has flown over 60,000 hours and performed over 22,000 Rappels and Special Patrol Insertion/Extraction System iterations without a serious aviation, or aviation related, human-error accident; and

WHEREAS, the Governor's Counterdrug Support Team has led to the advancement in reporting processes. The section developed a sole-source incident reporting process that has been recommended as a model program for all other states and territories. The Intelligence section provides criminal analyst support for seven law enforcement agency field offices. The Intelligence personnel have contributed over 350,000 man hours towards criminal link analysis, Counter Threat Finance, general intelligence, and case development; and

WHEREAS, the Administrative, Budget, and Maintenance sections of the Governor's Counterdrug Support Team handle day to day operations within the program, finances, and support for both the National Guard and Law Enforcement equipment; and

WHEREAS, the Governor's Counterdrug Support Team has provided thousands of hours in support of numerous law enforcement agencies, and has conducted well over a thousand missions in support of counterdrug efforts;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate hereby recognizes and honors the Governor's Counterdrug Support Team for its efforts and exceptional service within the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of the Governor's Counterdrug Support Team.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate shall send two copies of this Resolution to Senator Jimmy Higdon, Capitol Annex Room 204, for distribution to the Governor's Counterdrug Support Team.
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