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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor and loving memory of William S. "Bill" Blakeman.

WHEREAS, Bill Blakeman was born in Louisville, Kentucky, the beloved son of the late Julian and Willie Blakeman; and 

WHEREAS, Bill Blakeman was a 1956 graduate of Henry Clay High School who attended the University of Kentucky and served in the Army Reserves for many years. In 1960, Mr. Blakeman began work with the Winchester Sun as a reporter, and was promoted to editor in 1963. He continued working for the newspaper until his retirement in 2006; and

WHEREAS, Bill Blakeman's talent as a journalist and editor was evident early in his career. For his work on the Sun and his tireless advocacy of the profession of journalism, Mr. Blakeman earned a reputation as one of this Commonwealth's finest editors. He mentored many young journalists who would carry the lessons he bestowed on them throughout their careers. It was often said by his colleagues that Mr. Blakeman could have practiced journalism anywhere in the United States, but his love for Winchester and the Sun kept him in Kentucky; and 

WHEREAS, Bill Blakeman was President of the Kentucky Press Association on three separate occasions. A faithful member and deacon of Central Baptist Church in Winchester, he was also a member of the Kiwanis Club and a passionate charter member and founder of the Bluegrass Heritage Museum; and 

WHEREAS, Bill Blakeman departed this earthly life on January 9, 2014, leaving his family, friends, and an entire community in solemn mourning; and 

WHEREAS, Bill Blakeman is survived by his wife of 52 years, Gail Blakeman; his children, David Blakeman, Douglas Blakeman (Cheryl Coleman), Robert Blakeman, and Rebecca Blakeman; his grandsons, Blake and Will Watson; and his brother, Edgar Blakeman (Jennie);

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate hereby expresses its most profound sense of sorrow and proffers its sincerest condolences to the family, friends, and community of William S. "Bill" Blakeman.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor and loving memory of William S. "Bill" Blakeman.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator R.J. Palmer II for delivery.
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