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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor and loving memory of Justice Thomas B. Spain.

WHEREAS, Justice Thomas B. Spain was a son of the Commonwealth, having been born on November 5, 1928, the cherished son of Louise Pinkard Ross and Thomas Butler Spain, Sr.; and 

WHEREAS, Justice Spain was an esteemed graduate of the Madisonville Public Schools, Western Kentucky University, and the University of Kentucky College of Law. He proudly served his country in the Korean Conflict as a member of the United States Army and the Army Reserves, achieving the rank of Major in the Judge Advocate General's Corps before his retirement; and

WHEREAS, a man of unparalleled fairness and integrity, Justice Spain began his luminous career in the law as a young attorney in the firm of Gordon and Gordon and Mills in Madisonville, Kentucky. He continued to practice with that firm and with Mills, Spain, Mitchell, and Turner until 1973; and

WHEREAS, on June 29, 1973, Governor Wendell Ford appointed Justice Spain as the Circuit Judge of Hopkins and Caldwell Counties. He remained in this position for more than seventeen years, until he was elected Justice of the Kentucky Supreme Court from the First Appellate District in November 1990; and

WHEREAS, Justice Spain dutifully served the Court until his retirement in 1994, and in that capacity he extended his fairness and warmth to everyone, especially to the young lawyers who looked up to him. As a former trial judge, he became known for his sympathy and goodwill to trial attorneys, and a generation of this Commonwealth's young lawyers would benefit from his wisdom and deep knowledge of the law; and 

WHEREAS, Justice Spain served with distinction on many civic and judiciary bodies, including as past President of the Audubon Council, the Kiwanis Club of Madisonville, and the Kentucky Association of Circuit Judges. He was awarded the Henry V. Pennington Outstanding Trial Judge Award by the Kentucky Academy of Trial Attorneys in 1983, and in 1985 he was presented with the Kentucky Bar Association's Outstanding Judge Award and the Lions Club Man of the Year Award; and 

WHEREAS, Justice Spain was a lifetime member of the First Presbyterian Church in Madisonville, where he served as an Elder, choir member, and teacher of the adult couples Sunday school class; and 

WHEREAS, Justice Spain, having enjoyed the pleasures of life and family for 85 fulfilling years, traversed these earthly bounds to join his Heavenly Father on December 7, 2013, and his family, friends, the community of Madisonville, and an entire Commonwealth are joined in the sorrow of this great loss by the members of the Senate; and

WHEREAS, Justice Spain is survived by his loving wife, Frances M. Jones Spain; his sons, Edward Butler Spain and his wife, Carolyn Etheridge Spain, and David Ross Spain and his wife, Janice Newsam Spain; and his grandchildren, Ross Butler Spain, Derek Carlton Spain, Jennifer Elizabeth Spain, and Thomas Edward Spain;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby express its most profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Justice Thomas B. Spain, and extends its sincerest condolences to his family and friends. 

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor and loving memory of Justice Thomas B. Spain. 

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit seven copies of this Resolution to Frances Spain, 720 University Circle, Madisonville, Kentucky 42431.
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