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A RESOLUTION recognizing the fiftieth anniversary of the Christian Appalachian Project.

WHEREAS, the Christian Appalachian Project (CAP) is an interdenominational faith-based organization that began with the dream of Reverend Ralph W. Beiting, who envisioned an Appalachia not marred by persistent poverty, but enlivened by the Spirit and by the hope of a brighter future; and

WHEREAS, for 50 years CAP has been serving children and their families, the elderly, and individuals with disabilities through a variety of programs and services, including summer camps, early childhood education, family counseling, housing assistance, domestic violence shelters, a food pantry, a used clothing store, and disaster relief; and

WHEREAS, CAP's Operation Sharing Program receives approximately $100 million annually worth of donated goods from corporations and other organizations that are distributed to nonprofit organizations throughout Appalachia; and

WHEREAS, CAP is the coordinator for the AmeriCorps VISTA Program in eastern Kentucky, assists regional nonprofit organizations with administrative, fundraising, and administrative efficiency skills, and organizes regionally focused Summits on Poverty; and

WHEREAS, CAP has more than 600,000 donors, 1,500 annual volunteers, 60 to 75 long-term volunteers, and a group of dedicated employees; and

WHEREAS, CAP is the 13th largest human services charity in the nation and is committed to serving people in need in Appalachia by providing physical, spiritual, and emotional support so that they have the opportunity to become self-sufficient; and

WHEREAS, CAP was founded in 1964 when the poverty rate in Appalachia was over 60 percent and continues to serve over 40 percent of the Appalachian population living in poverty today;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Christian Appalachian Project is recognized on its fiftieth anniversary, and its administrators, staff, volunteers, and donors are commended for their dedication to changing lives, teaching skills, and improving the communities of Central Appalachia. 

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to send a copy of this Resolution to Rayann White, Christian Appalachian Project, 2610 Palumbo Drive, Lexington, Kentucky 40509.
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