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A RESOLUTION recognizing and honoring Paducah upon receiving acceptance into the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization's Creative Cities Network, in the category of "Crafts and Folk Arts."

WHEREAS, Paducah is now a member of the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization. Paducah, well known for its artistic population of quilters, painters, potters, culinary artists, and print and jewelry makers, is now one of only three cities in the United States to have earned the Creative City of Craft and Folk Arts designation. The Network includes 41 cities from all regions of the world recognized as cultural centers in the creative industry fields of Craft and Folk Arts, Literature, Film, Music, Design, Media Arts, and Gastronomy. The Director-General of UNESCO, Irina Bokova, announced Paducah's designation on November 21, 2013, along with other cities in France and Japan. Paducah Mayor, Gayle Kaler, hosted a news conference to announce this major international designation; and

WHEREAS, Paducah plays an important role in the connectivity of cultures particularly through quilting. Known as Quilt City USA®, the Paducah Visitor Bureau pursued the application as an opportunity to showcase Paducah's cultural pedigree, exchange know-how, and develop local, creative industries on a global platform; and

WHEREAS, the qualifications for Paducah's acceptance into the UNESCO Creative City Network are many, including the strong presence of artisans in Paducah making their living as artists; the AQS Quilt Show and National Quilt Museum having been the impetus for Paducah's recognition in the international art scene for over 30 years; Paducah's artists actively engaging in the contemporary production of crafts; and Paducah's craft training through AQS, the National Quilt Museum, the Paducah School of Art and Design, and numerous other workshops provided by various artists;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate commends Paducah for its success and achievement in becoming a member of UNESCO and the seventh City of Craft and Folk Arts, which is a tremendous honor for both the city of Paducah and the state of Kentucky.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Paducah.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Bob Leeper for delivery.
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