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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor of Opal Phillips upon being the recipient of a 2013 Volunteers Are the Foundation of Hospice Award.

WHEREAS, this honorable body commends such extraordinary works of humanity that sacrifice for the greater good and help this Commonwealth and its citizens in times of great need; and 

WHEREAS, Opal Phillips has achieved such works. She began her hospice volunteer work in February of 2002, and since then she has been changing people's lives by supporting hospice patients in their homes and in long-term care facilities; and 

WHEREAS, Opal Phillips is a vital member of the Outreach Committee, the Event Fundraising Committee, and the Frankfort Advisory Board. A frequent speaker in her community and a tireless fundraiser for hospice, she has participated in the Annual Gala, a key hospice fundraising event, every year for the past decade. She has also been critical in the "Conversation Project," an educational forum focused on healthcare decisions, and is a strong advocate for veterans, planning a veterans appreciation event in Anderson County in 2011 and playing a leading role in hospice's vital new program, "We Honor Veterans"; and 

WHEREAS, Opal Phillips' volunteer work extends to the families of the dying, and nowhere is her courage and compassion more evident than in her work with children. She often attends children's grief camps, where she helps children who have lost a loved one. She has also spent time with pediatric patients and their families, doing extraordinary work in the most dire circumstances imaginable; and 

WHEREAS, Opal Phillips has been rightfully commended for her volunteer work for hospice, earning the LOVE Award, the Governor's Citation of Excellence from the Kentucky Commission on Community Volunteerism and Services, the Power of Team Award, and the Volunteer of the Year Award; and 

WHEREAS, even through failing health and a cancer diagnosis in 2012, Opal Phillips has proven to be a vital member of hospice and of her community. For her uncommon kindness to others in times of need, her diligence in the face of greatest tragedy, and her compassionate support of the dying and their families, this body hereby commends her for her volunteerism and congratulates her upon being the worthy recipient of the National Council of Hospice and Palliative Professionals' and the National Hospice Foundation's 2013 Volunteers Are the Foundation of Hospice Award in the category of Organizational Support;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate acknowledges the volunteerism of Opal Phillips, applauds her for an extraordinary eleven years working with hospice as an advocate of those patients who most need support, and congratulates her for winning a 2013 Volunteers Are the Foundation of Hospice Award.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in utmost honor and reverence of Opal Phillips.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Julian Carroll for delivery.
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