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A RESOLUTION recognizing January 29, 2014, as Kentucky Alzheimer's Advocacy Day.

WHEREAS, Alzheimer's disease is an unrelenting, progressive condition that destroys brain cells. It is a type of dementia, causing problems with memory, thinking, and behavior. There is no known cure; and

WHEREAS, someone develops Alzheimer's disease every 68 seconds; and

WHEREAS, the prevalence of Alzheimer's disease is increasing, with more than 5 million Americans currently living with the disease and 16 million Americans projected to be diagnosed by 2050. It is the sixth leading cause of death in the United States. in 2012, 15.4 million caregivers provided approximately 17.5 billion hours of unpaid care that is valued at $216 billion; and 

WHEREAS, in 2010, 80,000 people in Kentucky lived with Alzheimer's, with 87,000 projected in 2020 and 97,000 projected in 2025; and

WHEREAS, in 2010, there were 261,000 Kentucky family members and friends who provided almost 300 million hours of unpaid care to their loved ones with Alzheimer's and other dementias, valued at $3.5 billion; and

WHEREAS, Alzheimer's disease places significant financial burdens on families and businesses, with businesses losing billions of dollars per year in lost productivity and replacement expenses for employees who miss work or quit to care for a relative; and

WHEREAS, the impact of Alzheimer's and other dementias on Kentucky families, the health care system, and society as a whole is of great importance. The need for home and community-based services for those with Alzheimer's disease is on the rise, and caregiver stress is at an all-time high; 

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate recognizes January 29, 2014, as Kentucky Alzheimer's Advocacy Day.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of those suffering with Alzheimer's disease or other dementia, their caretakers, and their family members.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Albert Robinson.
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