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AN ACT relating to treatment for alcohol and other drug abuse. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky: 

Section 1.   KRS 222.005 is amended to read as follows: 

As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires: 

(1) "Administrator" means the person or the designee of the person, in charge of the 

operation of an alcohol and other drug abuse prevention, intervention, or treatment 

program; 

(2) "Agency" means a legal entity operating hospital-based or nonhospital-based 

alcohol and other drug abuse prevention, intervention, or treatment programs; 

(3) "Alcohol and other drug abuse" means a dysfunctional use of alcohol or other drugs 

or both, characterized by one (1) or more of the following patterns of use: 

(a) The continued use despite knowledge of having a persistent or recurrent 

social, legal, occupational, psychological, or physical problem that is caused 

or exacerbated by use of alcohol or other drugs or both; 

(b) Use in situations which are potentially physically hazardous; 

(c) Loss of control over the use of alcohol or other drugs or both; and 

(d) Use of alcohol or other drugs or both is accompanied by symptoms of 

physiological dependence, including pronounced withdrawal syndrome and 

tolerance of body tissues to alcohol or other drugs or both; 

(4) "Cabinet" means the Cabinet for Health and Family Services; 

(5) "Director" means the director of the Division of Behavioral Health of the 

Department for Behavioral Health, Developmental and Intellectual Disabilities; 

(6) "Hospital" means an establishment with organized medical staff and permanent 

facilities with inpatient beds which provide medical services, including physician 

services and continuous nursing services for the diagnosis and treatment of patients 

who have a variety of medical conditions, both surgical and nonsurgical; 

(7) "Incapacitated by alcohol and other drug abuse" means that the person, as a 
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result of alcohol and other drug abuse, has impaired judgment resulting in the 

person being incapable of realizing that there are serious and highly probable 

risks to health and safety involved in refusing treatment and making a rational 

decision with respect to the need for treatment; 

(8) "Intoxication" means being under the influence of alcohol or other drugs, or both, 

which significantly impairs a person's ability to function; 

(9)[(8)] "Juvenile" means any person who is under the age of eighteen (18); 

(10)[(9)] "Narcotic treatment program" means a substance abuse program using 

approved controlled substances and offering a range of treatment procedures and 

services for the rehabilitation of persons dependent on opium, morphine, heroin, or 

any derivative or synthetic drug of that group; 

(11)[(10)] "Other drugs" means controlled substances as defined in KRS Chapter 218A 

and volatile substances as defined in KRS 217.900; 

(12)[(11)] "Patient" means any person admitted to a hospital or a licensed alcohol and 

other drug abuse treatment program; 

(13)[(12)] "Program" means a set of services rendered directly to the public that is 

organized around a common goal of either preventing, intervening, or treating 

alcohol and other drug abuse problems; 

(14)[(13)] "Secretary" means the secretary of the Cabinet for Health and Family 

Services; 

(15)[(14)] "Treatment" means services and programs for the care and rehabilitation of 

intoxicated persons and persons suffering from alcohol and other drug abuse. 

"Treatment" includes those services provided by the cabinet in KRS 222.211 and, in 

KRS 222.430 to 222.437, it specifically includes the services described in KRS 

222.211(1)(c) and (d); and 

(16)[(15)] "Qualified health professional" has the same meaning as qualified mental 

health professional in KRS 202A.011, except that it also includes an alcohol and 
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drug counselor certified under KRS Chapter 309. 

Section 2.   KRS 222.431 is amended to read as follows: 

No person suffering from alcohol and other drug abuse shall be ordered to undergo 

treatment unless that person: 

(1) Suffers from alcohol and other drug abuse; 

(2) Presents an imminent threat of danger to self, family, or others as a result of alcohol 

and other drug abuse, or there exists a substantial likelihood of such a threat in the 

near future or is incapacitated by alcohol and other drug abuse as defined in 

Section 1 of this Act; and 

(3) Can reasonably benefit from treatment. 

Section 3.   KRS 222.432 is amended to read as follows: 

(1) Proceedings for sixty (60) days or three hundred sixty (360) days of treatment for an 

individual suffering from alcohol and other drug abuse shall be initiated by the 

filing of a verified petition in District Court. 

(2) The petition and all subsequent court documents shall be entitled: "In the interest of 

(name of respondent)." 

(3) The petition shall be filed by a spouse, relative, friend, or guardian of the individual 

concerning whom the petition is filed. 

(4) The petition shall set forth: 

(a) Petitioner's relationship to the respondent; 

(b) Respondent's name, residence, and current location, if known; 

(c) The name and residence of respondent's parents, if living and if known, or 

respondent's legal guardian, if any and if known; 

(d) The name and residence of respondent's husband or wife, if any and if known; 

(e) The name and residence of the person having custody of the respondent, if 

any, or if no such person is known, the name and residence of a near relative 

or that the person is unknown; and 
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(f) Petitioner's belief, including the factual basis therefor, that the respondent is 

suffering from an alcohol and other drug abuse disorder and presents a danger 

or threat of danger to self, family, or others if not treated for alcohol or other 

drug abuse. 

 Any petition filed pursuant to this subsection shall be accompanied by a guarantee, 

signed by the petitioner or other person authorized under subsection (3) of this 

section, obligating that person to pay the[all] costs for treatment of the respondent 

for alcohol and other drug abuse that is ordered by the court if not otherwise 

covered by a third-party payor. 

Section 4.   KRS 222.433 is amended to read as follows: 

(1) Upon receipt of the petition, the court shall examine the petitioner under oath as to 

the contents of the petition. 

(2) If, after reviewing the allegations contained in the petition and any previous 

alcohol or drug assessments or drug tests conducted with the petitioner by 

qualified health professionals within the past six (6) months, and examining the 

petitioner under oath, it appears to the court that there is probable cause to believe 

the respondent should be ordered to undergo treatment, then the court shall: 

(a) Set a date for a hearing within fourteen (14) days to determine if there is 

probable cause to believe the respondent should be ordered to undergo 

treatment for alcohol and other drug abuse; 

(b) Notify the respondent, the legal guardian, if any and if known, and the spouse, 

parents, or nearest relative or friend of the respondent concerning the 

allegations and contents of the petition and the date and purpose of the 

hearing; and the name, address, and telephone number of the attorney 

appointed to represent the respondent; and 

(c) Cause the respondent to be examined no later than twenty-four (24) hours before the 

hearing date by two (2) qualified health professionals, at least one (1) of whom is a 
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physician. The qualified health professionals shall certify their findings to the court 

within twenty-four (24) hours of the examinations. 

 If the respondent fails to adequately participate in this examination, the court 

shall accept any previous alcohol or drug assessments or drug tests conducted 

with the petitioner by qualified health professionals within the past six (6) months 

as findings to the court. 

(3) If, upon completion of the hearing, the court finds the respondent should be ordered 

to undergo treatment, then the court shall order such treatment for a period not to 

exceed sixty (60) consecutive days from the date of the court order or a period not 

to exceed three hundred sixty (360) consecutive days from the date of the court 

order, whatever was the period of time that was requested in the petition or 

otherwise agreed to at the hearing. Failure of a respondent to undergo treatment 

ordered pursuant to this subsection may place the respondent in contempt of court. 

(4) If, at any time after the petition is filed, the court finds that there is no probable 

cause to continue treatment or if the petitioner withdraws the petition, then the 

proceedings against the respondent shall be dismissed. 

Section 5.   KRS 222.470 is amended to read as follows: 

(1) Chemical dependency treatment programs shall not be considered for receipt of 

state funds if they: 

(a)[(1)] Do not submit reports as required by KRS 222.460; or 

(b)[(2)] Do not cooperate in the submission of information that would allow the 

cabinet to conduct a scientific random sample survey of client-outcome 

indicators as required by KRS 222.465. 

(2) Alcohol and other drug abuse treatment services identified under this chapter 

shall be authorized by the Department for Medicaid Services and its contractors 

as Medicaid-eligible services and shall be subject to the same medical necessity 

criteria and reimbursement methodology as for all other covered behavioral 
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health services. 

(3) Private insurers shall utilize their respective medical necessity criteria and 

reimbursement methodology for alcohol and other drug abuse treatment services 

identified under this chapter. 


