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A RESOLUTION expressing strong support for the two Kentucky doctors facing unjust deportation from their practices in rural Western Kentucky.

WHEREAS, in October of 1995, two Canadian doctors, David Zetter and Sabina Seitz, were recruited by Columbia PineLake Regional Hospital to serve as physicians in the underserved medical communities of Carlisle and Graves counties; and

WHEREAS, on the advice of their American attorney, the two filed for permanent visas in order to stay and practice in the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, in August of 1996, the two doctors were served with notice from the Immigration and Naturalization Service that their applications for permanent visas had been rejected, and that they faced deportation; and

WHEREAS, upon appeal, the doctors were notified that the INS now considered their original applications to be fraudulent, and that a chance to rectify the situation would not be granted; and

WHEREAS, Drs. Zetter and Seitz are outstanding and compassionate members of their communities and, in the time that they have been residents of Western Kentucky, have been accepted as family; and

WHEREAS, both Carlisle and Graves counties have been classified as "Medically Underserved Areas" in a report compiled by the Kentucky Department of Health Services, the University of Kentucky, the University of Louisville, the Kentucky Primary Care Association, and the Foundation for Kentucky's Primary Care; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Zetter is the only physician in rural Carlisle county and sees an average of forty patients a day, and, in addition, if deported, would leave 41 of 96 elderly residents of the Birchtree Health Care Center without an attending physician; and

WHEREAS, Drs. Zetter and Seitz were recruited as a result of a three year search, and are looked on as highly committed professionals who genuinely love their work, and as outstanding members of the communities in which they practice; and

WHEREAS, if the INS is allowed to be successful in their deportation effort, not only will Drs. Zetter and Seitz be banned from the United States for life, but so will their two and a half year old son, Daniel; and

WHEREAS, in response to remarkable public outcry, Senator Wendell Ford has taken swift action to restore the lives and practices of the two doctors, first, by obtaining a promise from Subcommittee on Immigration Chairman Senator Spencer Abraham that a letter requesting an agency report would be sent that would essentially serve to immediately halt the INS process by blocking any final action against the couple until the subcommittee reviews the case, and secondly, by filing a private relief bill in the Senate on behalf of the two doctors and their son that would allow the usual immigration procedures to be bypassed in this extraordinary case; and

WHEREAS, in addition, other members of the Kentucky congressional delegation, including Senator Mitch McConnell and Representative Ed Whitfield, have joined in the fight to keep two of Western Kentucky's prized citizens in their communities; and

WHEREAS, recently members of the community publicly expressed both their outrage and their support of Dr. Zetter in an impromptu rally outside his now closed office, and began circulating a petition in support of their position; and

WHEREAS, in the wake of widespread public outcry regarding the influx of illegal aliens into our country and their flagrant abuse of our public aid systems, the attack of two well-respected members of their communities and the Commonwealth of Kentucky is outrageous and a superfluous abuse of federal power;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body hereby honors and supports Drs. Zetter and Seitz of Western Kentucky in their fight to remain and practice medicine in the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

Section 2.   This honorable body hereby urges the Immigration and Naturalization Service to reconsider the extraordinary circumstances surrounding this situation and to grant permanent visas to Drs. Zetter and Seitz and their son, Daniel, and to allow these outstanding members of the Commonwealth community to resume their well-respected practice of medicine in rural Western Kentucky.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit copies of this Resolution to Dr. David Zetter and Dr. Sabina Seitz, 1112 Links Lane, Mayfield, Kentucky 42066; Mayor Robert Hocker, Mayor of Arlington, City Hall, Arlington, Kentucky 42021; Arthur Bryan, Mayor of Mayfield, 211 E. Broadway, Mayfield, Kentucky 42066; John Roberts, Carlisle County Judge Executive, P.O. Box 279, Bardwell, Kentucky 42023; Tony Smith, Graves County Judge Executive, Courthouse, Mayfield, Kentucky 42066; Mr. Jeff Olson, acting Officer in Charge of the Kentucky Immigration and Naturalization Service, Gene Snyder Office Building, 6th Floor, 601 W. Broadway, Louisville, Kentucky 40202; Ms. Doris Meissner, Commissioner of the Immigration and Naturalization Service, 425 Eye St. NW, Washington, D.C. 20536; Senator Wendell H. Ford, Room 173 Russell Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515; Senator Mitch McConnell, Suite 361A Russell Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510; Representative Ed Whitfield, 1541 Longworth HOB, Washington, D.C. 20515; Representative Ron Lewis, 223 Cannon HOB, Washington, D.C. 20515, Representative Anne Northup, 1004 Longworth HOB, Washington, D.C. 20515; Representative Jim Bunning, 2437 Rayburn HOB, Washington, D.C. 20515; Representative Harold Rogers, 2468 Rayburn HOB, Washington, D.C. 20515; Representative Scotty Baesler, 2463 Rayburn HOB, Washington, D.C. 20515; Senator Spencer Abraham, Chairman of the Immigration Subcommittee, 329 Dirksen Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510; and President Bill Clinton, 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington, D.C. 20500.
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