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A RESOLUTION honoring the Northern Kentucky University basketball team that is visiting us today.

WHEREAS, when people talk basketball in Kentucky, they often routinely turn their attention to Lexington; and

WHEREAS, many people do not realize Northern Kentucky University advanced to the NCAA Division II national championship game twice during the past two seasons; and

WHEREAS, Northern Kentucky University finished 30-5 this past season and won the Great Lakes Valley Conference championship for a second straight season; and

WHEREAS, as a result, Northern Kentucky University earned a berth in the Division II Elite Eight for the second straight year and traveled to Louisville for a national championship; and

WHEREAS, though Northern Kentucky University lost a heartbreaker to Cal State-Bakersfield, the Northern Kentucky Norsemen had a tremendous impact on the entire Northern Kentucky community for the past three years; and

WHEREAS, sellout crowds pack NKU's on-campus arena, Regents Hall, virtually every night to see the Norse in action, and the Cincinnati-based media all have jumped on the Northern Kentucky University bandwagon as a result of the success; and

WHEREAS, just like Northern Kentucky University campus itself, the basketball program continues to grow and has become a force in the region, state, and nation;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body proudly recognizes Ken Shields, who has been coach at Northern Kentucky University since 1988.

Section 2.   The members of the House of Representatives take great pleasure in admiring Ken Shields having fulfilled his promises by shaving his head in 1995 and piercing his ear in 1996 after daring his team to win.

Section 3.   The House of Representatives proudly recognizes Northern Kentucky University's accumulated honors from 1993 to 1997; 92 wins-30 losses, .750 winning percentage, National Division II Tip-off Classic winner, two GLVC Conference championships, three NCAA regional tournament appearances, two NCAA regional championship titles, two NCAA Elite Eight championship appearances, and two NCAA Elite Eight tournament finalists.

Section 4.   Last but not least, the members of the House of Representatives congratulate each member of the Northern Kentucky basketball team.

Section 5.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to send four copies of this Resolution for duplication to Coach Ken Shields, Northern Kentucky University, Kentucky.
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