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A RESOLUTION  in honor and loving memory of Joe Tom "J.T." Clifton. 

With deepest sympathy, we honor and remember Mr. Joe Tom "J.T." Clifton.

WHEREAS, J.T. Clifton, a native of Buckner, came into this world on November 11, 1912, to proud parents Maggie Marshall Clifton and Joseph S. Clifton, and gracefully departed it on May, 9, 1997; and 

WHEREAS, J.T. Clifton was the devoted husband of Elizabeth Vaughn Clifton, and the loving father of two daughters, Patricia Stoess and Dianne Largen; and

WHEREAS, J.T. Clifton, a dairy farmer by trade, was a highly active and well-respected member of his community, serving on numerous local committees and boards, beginning in 1949, when he was appointed to the Oldham County Board of Education, where he served until his resignation in 1968; and 

WHEREAS, during his term on the Oldham County Board of Education, Clifton served in a number of leadership capacities, beginning with his appointment as Chairman of the Board in 1960, where he served for eight years; 

WHEREAS, Clifton served as chairman of the Fifth Region Kentucky School Boards from 1964 to 1965, as president of the Kentucky School Board Association from 1965 to 1967, and as a lobbyist representing the school children of Kentucky during the meetings of the Kentucky Legislature from 1964 to 1978; and

WHEREAS, in 1964, J.T. Clifton was named Oldham Countian of the Year by the Oldham County Chamber of Commerce and, through Kent College, served as a United States representative to Russia to explore the elementary and secondary school education in the two diverse environments; and

WHEREAS, in 1968, J.T. Clifton retired from the Oldham County School Board to pursue work with the State School Board, where he served as director of field services and public relations until 1979; and

WHEREAS, in 1979, J.T. Clifton retired from private life, only to begin an outstanding and lengthy tenure with many community organizations including the Oldham County Fair Board, the Oldham County Athletic Boosters, the Oldham County Property Equalization Board, the Oldham County Historical Society, the Oldham County Band Boosters, the LaGrange PTA, and the Oldham County Cancer Society; and 

WHEREAS, J.T. Clifton was a member of the LaGrange Christian Church and the Oldham County PTA, and was a former member of the U.S. Education Commission of the States, the Government Task Force on Education, the LaGrange Rotary Club, the Kyana Milk Producers Association Board of Directors, and the Kentucky Farm Bureau, and was an honorary chapter farmer of the Oldham County Future Farmers of America; and

WHEREAS, all who knew and admired Joe Tom "J.T." Clifton will grieve over their loss, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body mourns the loss of a dear friend and a great Kentuckian, Mr. J.T. Clifton, and wishes to his family the peace that emerges from knowing that he will live on in the thoughts of the many whom he touched throughout his full and meaningful life.  

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so with great sadness as it bids farewell to Mt. Joe Tom "J.T." Clifton. 

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit three copies of this Resolution to Ms. Dianne Largen, 4424 W. Highway 146, Crestwood, Kentucky  40014 and one copy to Mr. Milton C. Stoess, Stoess Funeral Home, 6534 W. Highway 22, Crestwood, Kentucky 40014.
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