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Summary of Legislation:  

	This bill creates several new felony offenses in KRS 217 and 218a concerning prescription drugs. The new felonies include Theft of Legend Drug, Theft of Prescription Blank, Trafficking in Prescription Blanks, Forgery of Prescription, Possession of Forged Prescription, Theft of Controlled Substance, Improper Record Keeping by Pharmacist, and Failure to Inventory Controlled Substances. Most of these felonies are Class D. The bill also makes the second and subsequent offense of trafficking in legend drugs, and illegally dispensing, prescribing, distributing or administering a legend drug a Class D felony. In addition the bill requires the Cabinet for Human Resources to develop a system for monitoring controlled substances dispensed in the Commonwealth.


Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups):

	The Department estimates this bill could result in 20 new commitments each year with a sentence of 1 year ( 4 months to parole eligibility, 9 months to serve out).  Based on recent Parole Board actions this would likely result in 6 inmates paroled at their first parole eligibility hearing (4 months) and 14 serving out their sentence each year (9 months).


Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted):

	The annual cost to the Department of Corrections for housing 6 inmates serving 4 months is $30,576 in FY99 and 31,440 in FY2000. The annual cost of 14 inmates serving 9 months is $160,524 in FY99 and $165,060 in FY2000. This results in a total cost of $191,100 in FY99 and $196,500 in FY2000.  The monthly cost of incarceration is based upon actual FY97 cost to incarcerate, $14,433 per year.


Overall Impact to Agency (Major, Minor, No Impact):
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Will Administrative Regulations be required or will existing regulations need revision?  
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