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	SUBJECT/TITLE
	Building inspections


	SPONSOR
	Rep. Larry Branstetter


MANDATE SUMMARY

	Unit of Government:
	X
	City;
	X
	County;
	X
	Urban County Government


Program/

	Office(s) Impacted:
	 Building inspectors


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	
	Optional


Effect on

	Powers & Duties
	X
	Modifies Existing
	
	Adds New
	
	Eliminates Existing


PURPOSE/MECHANICS

This bill deals with building inspections and the conflicts between on-site inspection and the construction documents.  The bill requires all buildings to be constructed to their approved building documents. An on-site inspector may order changes in construction, if the construction is not in accordance with construction documents.  On-site inspectors shall  not order any changes in construction that are contrary to the construction documents.   If an on-site inspector believes that the construction documents are incomplete or are in violation of the uniform state building code, then the inspector shall refer the matter to the building official having jurisdiction, be that the local building enforcement agency or the Department of Building, Housing, and Construction, for the approval of the construction documents.

	FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
	ESTIMATED COST


The effect of this bill ought to be minimal.  The Department of Housing, Building, and Construction believes that this is how the current system ought to operate and does operate.  In their opinion, rarely does there arise a conflict of this nature.  That being the case, the effect of this bill on staff time and resources, at the local level, ought to be minimal.

A number of local jurisdictions currently have building inspection programs, Jefferson and Fayette Counties are two. Local governments may review plans and inspect construction in order to determine if both the plan and the construction are within the uniform building code. Currently, these units function as an arm of state government, when enforcing the uniform building code. The bill simply prevents an inspector from, unilaterally, ordering changes that differ from the building documents. There ought to be few cases of conflict of inspector and document. Therefore, there ought to be little time needed to review the documents, once approved, for compliance with applicable building codes. The result ought to be a minimal impact on local reviewers.

	DATA SOURCE(S)
	Judith Walden, Department of Housing, Building, and Construction.
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