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AN ACT proposing to amend sections of the Constitution of Kentucky relating to the powers of the General Assembly, including the respective roles of the departments of government.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   It is proposed that Section 28 of the Constitution of Kentucky be amended to read as follows:


(1)  No person or collection of persons, being of one of those departments, shall exercise any power properly belonging to either of the others, except in the instances hereinafter expressly directed or permitted.


(2)  Members of the General Assembly may serve on executive department and judicial department advisory boards and commissions. Members of the executive department and judicial department may serve on legislative department advisory boards and commissions.

(3)  Where matters relating to a joint function or a subject impacting or regulating more than one department of government are being studied or regulated, the General Assembly may provide for membership representing each department of government to be studied or regulated.
Section 2.   It is proposed that Section 36 of the Constitution of Kentucky be amended to read as follows:


(1)  The General Assembly shall meet on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in January in odd-numbered years for a period not to exceed five[ten] legislative days for the purposes of electing legislative leaders, adopting rules of procedure and the organizing of committees.


(2)  The General Assembly shall then adjourn until the first Monday in February of the same year at which time it shall convene in odd-year regular session. The odd-year regular session shall not continue beyond thirty legislative days and shall not extend beyond April 15 of odd-numbered years. A legislative day shall be construed as a calendar day on which at least one House meets. A day on which committees meet but neither House of the General Assembly meets shall not be considered as a legislative day for purposes of counting the thirty day limitation but shall be a day on which the members are paid for their attendance at the committee meeting.


(3)  Except as provided in this Constitution, the odd-year regular session shall have the same power and authority as a regular session. A bill or resolution that passes one House during an odd-year regular session but that has not reached a floor  vote in the second House during that session shall automatically be carried over to the even-year regular session of the General Assembly and need not be reintroduced. It shall progress from the position last attained in the odd-year regular session as provided by the rules of procedure.


(4)  The General Assembly shall then adjourn until the first Tuesday after the first Monday in January of the following even-numbered years, at which time the General Assembly shall convene in regular session, and its sessions shall be held at the seat of government, except in case of war, insurrection or pestilence, when it may, by proclamation of the Governor, assemble, for the time being, elsewhere.

Section 3.   It is proposed that Section 42 of the Constitution of Kentucky be amended to read as follows:


(1)  The members of the General Assembly shall severally receive from the State Treasury compensation for their services: Provided, No change shall take effect during the session at which it is made; nor shall a session of the General Assembly continue beyond sixty legislative days, exclusive of Sundays, legal holidays or any day on which neither House meets, except that no regular session shall extend beyond April 15 of even-numbered years; but this limitation as to length of session shall not apply to the Senate when sitting as a court of impeachment.


(2)  A legislative day shall be construed to mean a calendar day on which at least one House meets.


(3)  A legislative committee may meet on a day on which neither House meets, and that day shall not be considered as a legislative day for purposes of computing the sixty legislative day limit but shall be a day on which the members of the General Assembly shall be entitled to pay and allowances.


(4)  The General Assembly may, by law, provide for the operation of standing and statutory committees during the interim period between sessions of the General Assembly and may specify the duties of these committees.


(5)  Unless a statute provides to the contrary, standing committees of the General Assembly from each House shall meet jointly during the interim period between sessions of the General Assembly, according to the rules of procedure.


(6)  A statutory committee shall possess, during the interim period between sessions, the powers provided by the statute creating the committee.


(7)  During the interim period between sessions of the General Assembly, no committee, statutory or otherwise, shall have the power to:



(a)  Pass a bill or a simple, concurrent, or joint resolution; or



(b)  Take any action that, by this Constitution or by law, may be taken only 

by the General Assembly.


(8)  The General Assembly may provide by law for legislative research and administrative and support services to the General Assembly and its members to be conducted at all times, regardless of whether the General Assembly is in session or not.

Section 4.   It is proposed that Section 80 of the Constitution of Kentucky be amended to read as follows:


He may, on extraordinary occasions, convene the General Assembly at the seat of government, or at a different place, if that should have become dangerous from an enemy or from contagious diseases. In case of disagreement between the two Houses with respect to the time of adjournment, he may adjourn them to such time as he shall think proper, not exceeding four months. When he shall convene the General Assembly it shall be by proclamation, stating the subjects to be considered, and no other shall be considered, except that an additional topic or topics to be considered at a special session of the General Assembly may be added to the call by a joint resolution passed by a majority of the members elected to each House of the General Assembly. A joint resolution, thus passed, shall not be presented to the Governor as provided in Section 88 of this Constitution, but shall be considered as law.

Section 5.   This amendment shall be submitted to the voters of the Commonwealth for their ratification or rejection at the time and in the manner provided for under Sections 256 and 257 of the Constitution and under KRS 118.415.
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