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	Bill #:
	HB 142/HCS/HFA #12
	
	Amendment #
	 12


	SUBJECT/TITLE
	Promoting protection of children


	SPONSOR
	Rep. John Vincent


MANDATE SUMMARY

	Unit of Government:
	X
	City;
	X
	County;
	X
	Urban County Government


Program/

	Office(s) Impacted:
	Local law enforcement, county/commonwealth attorneys/prosecutors


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	
	Optional


Effect on

	Powers & Duties
	X
	Modifies Existing
	X
	Adds New
	
	Eliminates Existing


PURPOSE/MECHANICS

The HCS to HB 142 amends sections of KRS Chapter 600 to redefine the term "Abused or neglected child"; amends KRS 605.090 to allow placement of a child committed to the Juvenile Justice Department or Cabinet for Human Resources in the home of a relative; amends KRS 620.060 to add the condition under which a court may issue an ex parte emergency custody order involving a child and require that removal be in the best interest of the child; amends KRS 620.130 to provide that services provided are designed to promote the protection of the child, as well as promote the safe return of the child to his or her home; creates a new section of KRS Chapter 620 to set forth new relevant factors mandated to be considered by the court in all dependency, neglect, and abuse proceedings conducted under KRS Chapter 600 in which the court is required to render decisions in the best interest of the child; amends KRS 610.125 to require 12-month permanency hearings in cases in which a child has been removed from the home and placed in foster care, establish requirements for permanency plans filed with the court by the cabinet or department, allow foster parents, pre-adoptive parents, foster care review board members, and court appointed special advocates to present evidence to court; amends KRS 625.0405 to provide that the cabinet or adoptive parents may pay the attorney's fees when termination is voluntary and for the purpose of adoption; amends KRS 625.042 to require a hearing date within 30 days of the filing of the voluntary termination petition; amends KRS 625.040 and 625.041 to allow parent to sign an appearance waiver for voluntary termination of parental rights; amends KRS 625.070 to allow service of petition upon the guardian ad litem to be sufficient; amends KRS 625.080 to specify source of payment for guardian ad litem in involuntary termination proceedings and to permit visitation in the best interests of the child; require hearings within sixty (60) days of motion for termination hearing; amends KRS 625.090 to add grounds for involuntary termination; creates a new section of KRS Chapter 625 to allow a child who is a ward of the cabinet to extend wardship to age twenty-one (21) in order to participate in specified programs; amends KRS 199.502 to add conditions for grounds for involuntary termination and adoption.

HFA 12 creates a local mandate. It retains the original provisions of the HCS but amends KRS 620.050 to create a Class A misdemeanor for anyone who knowingly makes a false child abuse or neglect report with malice.
	FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
	ESTIMATED COST


The fiscal impact on local governments is indeterminable, but minor. Additional law enforcement manpower will be required to investigate and prosecute cases in which a charge of "knowingly", "false" and "malicious" reporting is made. Essentially, the amendment creates a new crime which will require time and training by justice and law enforcement personnel regarding investigating, documenting, reporting, and testifying in cases of alleged false and malicious reporting.

	DATA SOURCE(S)
	Murray Wood (LRC)


	PREPARER
	H. G. Marks
	REVIEW
	
	DATE
	


Page 1

