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AN ACT relating to deaf and hard of hearing students.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 157 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The General Assembly declares on behalf of the deaf and hard of hearing students the following goals to be achieved by the year 2005:

(a)
Teachers of the deaf and hard of hearing students shall be knowledgeable of the unique educational needs of students with hearing loss;

(b)
Deaf and hard of hearing graduates in the year 2005 and beyond shall perform at a higher level of performance, comparable to their hearing peers;

(c)
The rate of deaf and hard of hearing graduates in the year 2005 and beyond who successfully make the transition to adult life shall be comparable to their hearing peers; and

(d)
Teachers who are certified to teach deaf and hard of hearing students shall demonstrate competency in sign language on a standardized assessment.
(2)
As used in Sections 1 to 2 of this Act, unless the context requires otherwise:
(a)
"American Sign Language" means a visual-manual system of communication that has its own syntax, rhetoric, and grammar and is recognized and accepted as a language used by many deaf Americans;

(b)
"Comparable" means equivalent or equal;
(c)
"Cued speech" means a system of eight (8) handshapes representing consonant cues placed at four (4) positions representing vowel cues around the face to form a sound-based visual communications system;
(d)
"Deaf" means having a hearing loss that adversely affects educational performance and is so severe or profound that the individual is impaired in processing linguistic information through hearing, with or without amplification. Communication and learning are primarily by visual means.
(e)
"Deaf community" means a community of deaf individuals, parents and teachers of deaf children, professionals working with deaf and hard of hearing individuals, and people with hearing loss who interact on common goals;

(f)
"Deaf culture" means a set of learned behaviors and perceptions based on shared or common experiences that shape the values and norms of deaf people;
(g)
"Hard of hearing" means having a hearing loss ranging from mild to severe, whether permanent or fluctuating, which is not included under the definition of "deaf" in this section;

(h)
"Least restrictive environment" means the educational setting in which the child or youth with a disability can learn effectively, based upon unique needs and capabilities, and interact with similar age peers;

(i)
"Oral" means utilizes speech, speechreading, and residual hearing as the primary mode of communication;
(j)
"Preferred language and communication mode" means the language and communication mode that the deaf or hard of hearing individual prefers or is most comfortable using. This may be American Sign Language, a manual form of English, oral, cued speech, writing, or any other mode of communication; and
(k)
"Speechreading" means the ability to understand a speaker by watching the movements of the mouth, face, and body and by using information provided by the situation and the language used.
(3)
(a)
The Kentucky Department of Education shall develop a method of assessment and establish a database on deaf and hard of hearing students, not later than July 1, 2000, which will measure the educational progress of deaf and hard of hearing students in comparison to the educational achievement of their hearing peers. The assessment shall measure reading comprehension, writing, and mathematics computation. In subsequent years, the department shall test deaf and hard of hearing students and publish summary data relating to gains or losses in student achievement.

(b)
The department shall provide transition data on deaf and hard of hearing students who graduate from high school to determine their rate of success as compared to their hearing peers.
(4)
(a)
In the placement of a student who is deaf or hard of hearing in preschool, elementary and secondary programs and in designing individual education plans, the admissions and release committee shall consider language and communication needs, opportunities for direct communication with peers and professional personnel in the child's language and communication mode, academic level, and full range of needs, including opportunities for direct instruction in the child's language and communication mode.

(b)
A deaf or hard of hearing student shall be provided an appropriate educational program in the least restrictive environment by qualified teachers, staff, interpreters, and resource support personnel who communicate effectively in the student's language and communication mode.
SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 161 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
Teachers certified to teach deaf students whose primary language and communication mode is American Sign Language on July 1, 2000, or after shall demonstrate competency consistent with the requirements of an existing standardized assessment of American Sign Language at a level established by the Education Professional Standards Board by administrative regulation. The Education Professional Standards Board shall consult with the Kentucky Commission on the Deaf and Hard of Hearing and the Kentucky School for the Deaf in developing the administrative regulations.

(2)
Any teacher who is certified to teach deaf and hard of hearing students and was employed prior to July 1, 2000, and has deaf students who use American Sign Language as their primary language and communication mode shall successfully demonstrate competency by July 1, 2005, in American Sign Language as defined in subsection (1) of this section in order to be eligible to continue to teach deaf students. The local school district may provide release time, tuition assistance, and extended time to assist the teacher in meeting the requirement described in this subsection.

(3)
All staff employed in a school where there are deaf students shall be trained in the unique needs of students who are deaf and hard of hearing; and the rights of children who are deaf and hard of hearing. The Kentucky Department of Education shall develop appropriate levels of training for classified and certified staff. The training shall be arranged and paid for by the local school district.


(4)
Teachers of American Sign Language as a foreign language in a public school system on July 1, 2000, or after, shall demonstrate competency in teaching American Sign Language consistent with the recommendations of existing national and state professional organizations of teachers of American Sign Language. The Education Professional Standards Board shall promulgate administrative regulations to carry out this subsection after consulting with the Kentucky Commission on the Deaf and Hard of Hearing, the Kentucky School for the Deaf, and existing state and professional organizations of teachers of American Sign Language.
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