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AN ACT relating to crime stoppers organizations and providing a mechanism for their funding.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS 431.570 TO 431.595 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
In any county, urban-county, or charter county meeting the requirements of this section, a crime stoppers organization operating within the county shall be funded, at least in part, by a fee levied upon convictions for misdemeanors and violations, other than convictions for violations of KRS Chapters 186, 187, 188, 189, or 189A, in cases in which a fine has been levied by the District Court.

(2)
A crime stoppers organization desiring funding pursuant to this section shall:

(a)
Enter into a written agreement of affiliation with the county and approved by the fiscal court or urban county council setting forth the relationship with the county and law enforcement agencies in the county. The agreement shall be valid for two (2) years and may be renewed by additional approvals by the fiscal court or urban county council. Approval by the fiscal court may be by resolution or by ordinance.

(b)
Agree to provide the fiscal court or urban county council with an annual accounting of the funds raised by the crime stoppers organization from all sources, identified generically by source but not by name of private donors, and an accounting for all funds expended by the organization for any purpose. The accounting of funds shall not divulge the amounts of individual rewards paid, nor the names or any identification of the persons to whom rewards were paid.

(3)
In a county where an agreement of affiliation is approved by the fiscal court or urban county council, the county clerk shall notify the circuit clerk to collect the fee levied pursuant to this section for a period of two (2) years from the date of the signing of the agreement.
(4)
In any county in which a county has executed an agreement of affiliation with a crime stoppers organization pursuant to this section the circuit clerk shall add one dollar ($1) to the court costs as a crime stoppers organization fee of any person who:

(a)
Is convicted of a misdemeanor or violation, other than a conviction for violating a provision of KRS Chapters 186, 187, 188, 189, or 189A; and

(b)
Is sentenced to pay a fine, regardless of whether the person is also incarcerated, or the fine is suspended, waived, or otherwise not imposed.

(5)
Additional costs for the crime stoppers organization fee shall not be waived or suspended, but nonpayment of the cost shall be treated in the same manner as for a fine pursuant to KRS Chapter 534.

(6)
The circuit clerk shall, at the time fines and costs are paid over to the state, pay all moneys collected pursuant to this section to the crime stoppers organization named in the agreement of affiliation with the county.

(7)
Funds collected pursuant to this section and transferred to a crime stoppers organization may be used by that organization for any purpose authorized by KRS 431.575.
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