HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

KENTUCKY GENERAL ASSEMBLY AMENDMENT FORM

1998 REGULAR SESSION

Amend printed copy of HCS FOR HB 160

On Page 1, line 1, By deleting everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following in lieu thereof:

"Section 1. (1)
The Legislative Research Commission is directed to establish by July 1, 1998, a study commission to study the benefits and effects of complementary and alternative medicine, nonconventional medical treatment, acupuncture, and naturopathy. The voting members of the study commission shall include the deans of the Commonwealth's three (3) medical schools or their respective designees, not more than one (1) designee by each dean, and three (3) representatives of accredited schools of complementary and alternative medicine, chosen by the Legislative Research Commission.

(2)
Representatives of the Kentucky State Board of Chiropractic Examiners, the Kentucky Nurses Association, the Kentucky Medical Association, the American Association of Oriental Medicine, and the Kentucky Department of Public Health shall serve as nonvoting advisors to the commission, except that in case of a tie in the vote of the members of the study commission, the representative of the Kentucky Nurses Association shall have the power to vote upon the tied question.

(3)
The study commission shall consider reports and findings on the particular issue then under study by the commission provided by the National Institute of Health, giving special weight to reports and findings of the Institute, by the American Medical Association, by the American College for the Advancement of Medicine, and by the College of Oriental Medicine, Kyung Hee University, Korea, and by not more than four (4) clinics in Kentucky, designated by the Cabinet for Human Resources, acting through the commissioner of the Department for Public Health, for the purpose of conducting and gathering information on the practice of acupuncture, naturopathy, and Oriental medicine under contract with the Department for Public Health for the use by the study commission in making its report to the General Assembly by October 31, 1999.

(4)
The study commission shall report any findings and recommendations to the General Assembly and the Legislative Research Commission by October 31, 1999. However, in order to effectuate the public interest in having available full access to safe and effective procedures and treatments for the promotion of good health of the citizens of the Commonwealth, the study commission shall proceed with its work with expedition, seeking first to determine what complementary/alternative medicine, nonconventional medical treatment, acupuncture, and naturopathy treatments or procedures are safe and effective, so that the provisions of subsections (2) and (3) of this section may be implemented at the earliest time.

Section 2. If, during the study period, any alternative/complementary or naturopathic medical treatment under review by the study commission shall be determined by the study commission to be safe and effective, medical treatment shall be promptly referred to the Kentucky Board of Medical Licensure for consideration for possible approval as part of the practice of medicine, the General Assembly finding that it is in the public interest that methods of health treatment and promotion determined to be safe and effective should be available to the citizens of the Commonwealth as promptly as possible.

Section 3. If, during the study period, acupuncture or Oriental medicine, or both, shall be determined by the study commission to be safe and effective, the method of treatment so determined shall promptly be referred to the Kentucky Department for Public Health for consideration for approval as an authorized method of health treatment in the Commonwealth, the General Assembly finding that it is in the public interest that methods of health treatment and promotion determined to be safe and effective should be available to the citizens of the Commonwealth as promptly as possible.

Section 4. Staff services to be utilized in completing this study are estimated to cost forty-nine thousand ($49,000) dollars. These staff services shall be provided from the regular Commission budget and are subject to the limitations and other research responsibilities of the Commission.

Section 5. All of the hearings held by the study commission shall be open to the public.".
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