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AN ACT relating to the establishment of a study commission to study the benefits and effects of complementary and alternative medicine.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Legislative Research Commission is directed to establish a commission to study the benefits and effects of complementary and alternative medicine, nonconventional medical treatment, acupuncture, and naturopathy. The members of the study commission shall include the deans of the Commonwealth's three (3) medical schools or their designees, three (3) representatives of schools of nonconventional medicine, naturopathy, and acupuncture, representatives of the Kentucky State Board of Chiropractic Examiners, the Kentucky State Board of Medical Licensure, the Kentucky Nurses Association, the Kentucky Hospital Association, the Kentucky Medical Association, the Kentucky Osteopathic Medical Association, the Kentucky Board of Licensure and Certification for Dietitians and Nutritionists, the Kentucky Pharmacists Association, and the Division of Consumer Protection of the Office of the Attorney General, and a member of the Coalition for Natural Health. The study commission shall consider reports and findings provided by the National Institute of Health, the American Chiropractic Association, and the American Medical Association on their respective studies of these issues. The study commission shall report any findings and recommendations to the year 2000 Regular Session of the General Assembly.

Section 2.   If during the two (2) year study period, any alternative medical treatment under review by the study commission is found to be safe and effective, the alternative medical treatment may be referred to the Kentucky Board of Medical Licensure or the Kentucky State Board of Chiropractic Examiners, or both, as appropriate for consideration for possible approval as part of the practice of medicine or chiropractic.
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