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AN ACT relating to campaign finance registration and disclosure requirements.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 121.190 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
All newspaper or magazine advertising, posters, circulars, billboards, handbills, sample ballots, and paid-for television or radio announcements which expressly advocate the election or defeat of a clearly identified candidate, slate of candidates, or group of candidates for nomination or election to any public office shall be identified by the words "paid for by" followed by the name and address of the individual or committee which paid for the communication; except that if paid for by a candidate, slate of candidates, or campaign committee, it shall be identified only by the words "paid for by" followed by the name of the candidate, slate of candidates, or campaign committee, whichever is applicable. For television and radio broadcasts, compliance with Federal Communications Commission regulations regarding sponsored programs and broadcasts by candidates for public office shall be considered compliance with this section.

(2)
The management of newspapers and magazines shall keep a one (1) year record of all statements, articles, or advertisements referred to in subsection (1) of this section, that appear in their publications, however, nothing in subsection (1) of this section shall be construed to require editors or editorial writers of newspapers and magazines to identify themselves in the manner therein required with any article or editorial written by them as part of their duties as an employee or employer.

(3)
(a)
A person who makes a telephone call that supports or opposes a candidate or slate of candidates shall identify the person or organization sponsoring the call by stating "paid for by . . ." (insert name of person or organization sponsoring the call). The person or organization sponsoring the call shall register with the registry under subsection (8) of Section 2 of this Act and shall file a copy of the script of the telephone call with the registry before a call may be made. This paragraph shall not apply to a telephone call in which both the individual making the call is not being paid and the individuals participating in the call know each other prior to the call.
(b)
As used in paragraph (a) of this subsection, "person" includes:
1.
A candidate or slate of candidates;

2.
An officer of a campaign committee, permanent committee, or political party executive committee;

3.
An officer, partner, attorney, or other representative of a corporation, partnership, or other business entity; and

4.
An agent or other person acting on behalf of a candidate, slate of candidates, campaign committee, permanent committee, political party executive committee, or corporation, partnership, or other business entity. 
(c)
A telephone call conducted for the purpose of polling respondents concerning a candidate or slate of candidates that is part of a series of like telephone calls that consist of fewer than six hundred (600) completed calls and average more than two (2) minutes in duration is presumed to be a political poll and not subject to paragraph (a) of this subsection.

(d)
No telephone call shall state or imply that the caller represents any person or organization unless the person or organization has filed with the registry specific written approval for the caller to act as a representative.

(e)
No telephone call shall state or imply that the caller represents a nonexistent person or organization.
(4)
A telephone call, not conducted by independent expenditure, supporting or opposing a candidate or slate of candidates requires prior written authorization by the candidate or slate of candidates that the call supports. A candidate or slate of candidates shall file a copy of the written authorization for the call with the registry before a call may be made.

Section 2.   KRS 121.170 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Any committee, except a federally-registered out-of-state permanent committee, organized under any provisions of this chapter shall register with the registry, by filing official notice of intention at the time of organization, giving names, addresses, and positions of the officers of the organization and designating the candidate or candidates, slate of candidates, or question it is organized to support or oppose on forms prescribed by the registry; except that no campaign committee for a slate of candidates for Governor and Lieutenant Governor shall be registered prior to the filing of a joint notification and declaration by the slate of candidates pursuant to KRS 118.125 and 118.127. No entity which is excluded from the definition of "campaign committee" established in KRS 121.015(3)(a) shall be required to register as a committee with the registry. The name of the committee shall reasonably identify to the public the sponsorship and purpose of the committee. The forms filed with the registry shall require the registrant to clearly identify the specific purpose, sponsorship, and source from which the committee originates; and the registry shall refuse to allow filing by any committee until this requirement has been satisfied.

(2)
Any person who acts as a fundraiser by directly soliciting contributions for an election campaign of a candidate or slate of candidates for statewide-elected state office or an office in a jurisdiction containing in excess of two hundred thousand (200,000) residents shall register with the registry when he raises in excess of three thousand dollars ($3,000) in any one (1) election for the campaign committee by filing official notice giving his name, address, occupation, employer or, if he is self-employed, the name under which he is doing business, and all candidates or slates of candidates for whom he is soliciting on forms prescribed by the registry. A registered fundraiser shall comply with the campaign finance reporting requirements of KRS 121.180(3), (4), and (5) and KRS 121A.020(5).

(3)
All provisions of KRS 121.160 and 121A.070 governing the duties and responsibilities of a candidate, slate of candidates, or campaign treasurer shall apply to a registered committee, except a federally-registered out-of-state permanent committee, and a person acting as a campaign fundraiser.

(4)
The chairman of a committee and the campaign treasurer shall be separate persons.

(5)
Any federally-registered out-of-state permanent committee that contributes to a Kentucky candidate shall:

(a)
File with the registry a copy of its federal registration (Federal Election Commission Form 1 - Committee Registration Form);

(b)
File with the registry a copy of the Federal Election Commission finance report when a contribution is made to a Kentucky candidate; and

(c)
Contribute not more than the maximum amount permitted for a permanent committee to make under Kentucky law to any candidate for any office in this Commonwealth.

(6)
Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, a contribution made by a federally-registered permanent committee to any candidate for any office in this Commonwealth that complies with the provisions of 2 U.S.C. sec. 441b, 11 C.F.R. sec. 104.10, 11 C.F.R. sec. 106.6, and 11 C.F.R. sec. 114.1-114.12 regarding limitations on contributions by corporations shall be deemed to comply with the campaign finance laws of this Commonwealth prohibiting corporate contributions to candidates.

(7)
The organization, formation, or registration of a permanent committee by any member of the General Assembly shall be prohibited.

(8)
(a)
A person or organization that conducts business in this state that consists of making paid telephone calls supporting or opposing a candidate or slate of candidates for office in this state shall, prior to conducting such business, register with the registry by filing the name, address, telephone number, and position of the person or each officer of the organization and the name of the candidate or slate of candidates it supports or opposes, and designate an agent for service of process, notice, or demand required or authorized by law on forms prescribed by the registry. The registered agent shall be an individual who is a resident of this state, a domestic corporation, or a foreign corporation authorized to do business in this state. A person or organization already registered to do business in this state shall not be required to designate an additional registered agent to comply with the provisions of this subsection but shall register with the registry prior to making paid telephone calls supporting or opposing a candidate or slate of candidates.

(b)
As used in paragraph (a) of this subsection, "conducting business in this state" includes both placing telephone calls from a location inside this state and placing telephone calls from a location outside this state to individuals located in this state.

(c)
A person or organization conducting business in this state under paragraph (a) of this subsection shall immediately notify the registry of any changes in the information required by paragraph (a) of this subsection.
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