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Summary of Legislation:

	This proposed legislation requires a defendant to submit to at least one polygraph examination per year regarding his or her compliance with the conditions of supervision if the defendant is convicted of, pleads guilty to, or enters an Alford plea to an offense specified in KRS 532.045 and is granted shock probation, conditional discharge, or other alternative to incarceration.  The legislation also requires parolees to submit to one polygraph examination per year as a condition of supervision.  Results of the polygraph may be used as evidence in any hearing related to violation of parole.  The cost of the test will be borne by the offender.


Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups):

	Although the polygraph may be a useful tool, the Department questions its legal use for parole revocation hearing evidence.  The proposed legislation also would allow the examiner to ask questions concerning any illegal activity, not just in the areas covered by KRS 532.045, which could possibly involve offender self-incrimination.  If the use of the polygraph is legal, the Department notes that this group of offenders now have many different fees that may be assessed including supervision fees, electronic monitoring fees, and restitution, to name a few, as denoted in KRS 439.315, Supervision Fees.   These offenders in many cases are indigent or are making subsistence wages.  The average cost of a polygraph in the Commonwealth is $125 according to the Kentucky Polygraph Association(KPA), a significant additional cost to the offender. If the offender is indigent, will he still be required to be examined and who would pay the cost?  In addition, the proposed legislation does not  mention who will schedule and transport the individuals to the polygraph exam.  According to the KPA, there are only about 25 licensed examiners in the Commonwealth, twelve of whom are sworn peace officers (who are specifically exempted in the legislation from examining these offenders.  The Department currently has 308 inmates on parole in these categories.


Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted):

	The fiscal impact to the Department would be minimal if the Probation and Parole staff are not required to schedule or transport the offenders or the Department not have to pay the cost of the examination by the offender who is indigent.
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