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MEASURE

	(X) 98 BR No.
	974
	
	(X)
	House
	Bill No.
	249/GA


	() Resolution No.
	
	
	() Amendment No.
	


	SUBJECT/TITLE
	An Act relating to emergency medical services for children


	SPONSOR
	Representative Mary Lou Marzian


NOTE SUMMARY

	Fiscal Analysis:
	       X        Impact
	               No Impact
	       Indeterminable Impact

	Level(s) of Impact:
	        X          State
	                       Local
	           X    Federal


	Budget Unit(s) Impact
	Department for Public Health, Cabinet for Health Services


	Fund(s) Impact:
	       X       General
	                Road
	        X       Federal

	
	          X         Restricted Agency (Type)
	               (Other)


FISCAL SUMMARY

_____________________________________________________________________________

	Fiscal Estimates
	1997-98
	1998-99
	1999-2000
	Future Annual

Rate of Change

	Revenues (+/-)
	
	
	
	

	Expenditures (+/-)
	
	
	
	

	Net Effect
	
	Indeterminable
	Indeterminable
	


_____________________________________________________________________________

MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  Establish the Emergency Medical Services for Children Act and the Emergency Medical Services for Children (EMSC) Program within the Cabinet for Health Services (CHS) to coordinate emergency services for children. In addition, allows additional training of emergency medical services personnel and enhanced data collection efforts for emergency medical services for children.

HB 249/GA amends HB 249 by deleting the requirements that: a) CHS hire a director for this program and instead allows discretion in this area; b) the advisory committee consist of 13 members; and, c) allows the Cabinet discretion in adopting guidelines for this program including data collection and additional training for emergency medical services personnel.  Scope of the program is to be commensurate with available funding.   

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  Create a new section of KRS 211.950 to 211.95 to declare the purpose of this statutory language; amend KRS 221.950 to define the "Emergency Medical Services for Children Advisory Committee", "department", "emergency medical facility", "Emergency Services for Children Program", "Emergency medical services personnel", and "prehospital care"; amend KRS 211.952 to require the lead agency for emergency medical services agency in the Department for Public Health to engage in data collection specifically related to emergency medical services and trauma care of children; amend confidentiality requirements to include operations of the EMSC, Emergency Medical Services Committee, and exclude records from KRS 61.805 to 61.884; create a new section of KRS 211.950 to 211.956 to establish the EMSC Program, allow the hiring of a program coordinator who shall implement the program and serve as liaison; set forth requirements for program and development of guidelines and recommendations; require the lead emergency medical services agency to adopt guidelines and recommendations of the EMSC Program as administrative regulations; create a new section of KRS 211.950 to 211.956 to establish the Emergency Medical Services Advisory Committee of the Council to establish the EMSC with Federal Funds as designated plus any additional funds that may be appropriated by the General Assembly or any other funds that may become available including gifts, grants or other sources; provide for reporting on the EMSC program to the General Assembly every 2 years; and provide that this Act may be cited as the Emergency Medical Services for Children Act.

GA - Retain original provisions, except permit, rather than mandate CHS to hire a coordinator for the EMSC program; allow, rather than require, specified guidelines for the EMSC program; delete the specified number of members (13) and represented interests on the advisory committee; delete amendments to KRS 211.964, KRS 311.601, 311.654, and KRS 314.073.  

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  According to CHS, the administrative fiscal impact of this bill would be approximately $58,000 in FY 1998-99 and $61,000 in FY 1999-2000.  These amounts are based on the Department for Public Health employing a program director plus related operating expenses (total cost - $54,000 in FY 1998-99 and $57,000 in FY 1999-2000) and approximately $4,000 annually for advisory committee expenses including meals, travel and lodging.

The services impact of this legislation is indeterminable because the types of services to be provided, cost of these services and amount of available funding are currently not known.  The bill states that the scope of this program will be limited to available funding.  
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