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Summary of Legislation:  

This bill modifies the sentencing criteria for persons convicted of offenses under KRS Chapters 507 and 510.  The felonies included in these chapters are Homicide, Assault, Kidnapping and most sexual offenses.

Section 1 denies furlough or community release for any individual convicted of the specified felonies.

Section 2 states no good time or other administrative lessening of sentence can be earned or granted for persons found guilty of the specified crimes.  This would deny administrative as well as meritorious good time.  Individuals would also not be eligible for administrative minimum expiration.

Section 3 requires notices of release to be posted by local law enforcement agencies for a period of 7 days.

Section 4 creates two sex offender programs.  The first is for those who volunteer to enter the program.  The second program is for sex offenders who are not in the voluntary program.  Persons in the non-voluntary program will be retained in the program until they have completed it, regardless of whether their sentence has expired.

Section 5 specifies that individuals convicted of these felonies will not be eligible for parole, shock probation, conditional release or any other release.  Persons sentenced to life without parole for 25 years shall not be eligible for parole.

Section 6 removes language concerning suspended sentences for sex offenders.

Section 8 removes individuals convicted of offenses in KRS 507 to 510 from the definition of “violent offender”.

Section 9 extends the incarceration of a sex offender until he has successfully completed the sex offender treatment program, regardless of the expiration of the underlying sentence.

Section 12 denies probation, shock probation, conditional discharges, home incarceration, suspended sentence or other types of sentence avoidance for those convicted of specified felonies.


Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups):

	This bill eliminates any type of early release for individuals convicted of the specified felonies.  Persons must serve their full sentence allowing only adjustments for jail credit.  In FY97 their were 302 sex offenders released after serving 31 months.  Under this bill they would have to serve their entire sentence of 60 months an increase of 29 months for each inmate.  The Department averages 358 commitments annually for sex offenders.  Passage of this bill would result in 358 inmates serving an additional 29 months for a total impact of 865 additional years.

In FY97 there were 696 violent offenders released who had served 23 months of a 5 years sentence.  Under this bill they would have to serve an additional 37 months.  The Department averages 841 violent offenders each year.  Passage of this bill would result in 841 inmates serving 37 additional months for a total of 2593 additional years.

This bill, by definition, makes life and life without parole for 25 years a sentence of actual life in prison.  The Department receives approximately 25 inmates per year for violent or sex offenses with a life sentence.  Under this bill they would serve additional time at 38 years each beyond their normal parole eligibility of 12 years.


Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted):
	Beginning the third year after passage the annual cost of this bill would be approximately $12M and rise to $46.7M annually 5 years after passage.
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