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Summary of Legislation:  

Amends KRS 532.030 to add sentence of “Life Without Parole” for capital crimes.
Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups):

KRS 532.030 sets penalties for a capital offense of Death, Life Without Parole for 25 Years, Life, or a sentence of not Less Than 20 Years.  The Department assumes the sentences of Life Without parole for 25 years and Death would be affected by this legislation.  The Department averages 13 commitments per year for Life Without Parole for 25 Years or very long sentences (over 500 years).  If 50% received Life Without Parole, the impact would add 7 inmates per year beginning 25 years after commitment.  This assumes they would have been paroled after 25 years under current law.  Assuming a commitment age of 25 and a life expectancy of 75, each of these individuals would serve an additional 25  years.  Additional costs would not be incurred until 25 years after enactment.

There is an average of only one commitment per year with the Death penalty.  Based on delays in executing inmates under penalty of Death, the Department assumes a person would be maintained in prison for 20 years.  Again, assuming commitment at age 25 and a life expectancy of 75, a person sentenced to Life Without Parole would serve an additional 30 years.  These costs would not be incurred for 20 years after enactment.  Again assuming that 50% of the commitments presently receiving the Death sentence would now receive a sentence of Life Without Parole, the Department estimates this would only affect one inmate every 2 years.  It should be noted that there would be savings in other parts of the criminal justice system to offset these costs, as costs related to processing and appealing Death penalty cases are significant.  However, the Department is not able to estimate the amount of savings which could be realized.

In addition, having a population of inmates serving Life Without Parole could result in some security and control considerations.

The President of the Kentucky Prosecutors Association was contacted for comments on the impact of this bill.    He stated that he felt 75% of the current life sentences would be pursued as life without parole if this bill was enacted.



Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted):
Beginning 20 years after enactment, the additional costs would slowly begin to accrue for the first ten years reaching approximately $1M per year but would continue to rise gradually and eventually level off at $4M per year 50 years after enactment.
Overall Impact to Agency (Major, Minor, No Impact):
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