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MEASURE

	(X) 98 BR No.
	133
	
	(X)
	House
	Bill No.
	285/HCS


	() Resolution No.
	
	
	() Amendment No.
	


	SUBJECT/TITLE
	An Act relating to emergency medical services.


	SPONSOR
	Representative Jack Coleman


NOTE SUMMARY

	Fiscal Analysis:
	            Impact
	     X      No Impact
	      Indeterminable Impact

	Level(s) of Impact:
	               State
	                       Local
	               Federal


	Budget Unit(s) Impact
	


	Fund(s) Impact:
	              General
	                Road
	              Federal

	
	 Restricted Agency (Type)
	             (Other)


FISCAL SUMMARY

______________________________________________________________________________

	Fiscal Estimates
	1997-98
	1998-99
	1999-2000
	Future Annual

Rate of Change

	Revenues (+/-)
	
	
	
	

	Expenditures (+/-)
	
	
	
	

	Net Effect
	
	No Impact
	No Impact
	


______________________________________________________________________________

MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  Sections 1, 2 and 3.  Death Declarations, Off-duty Services and Service Locations.  Allows paramedics or registered nurses to make death declarations on persons who they have been called upon to resuscitate; Requires paramedics and registered nurses to complete in-service training, approved by the Medical Licensure Board (paramedics) and Board of Nursing (nurses), on the determination of death and preservation of evidence; Clarifies that paramedics may provide services in locations specified through administration regulation by the Medical Licensure Board; Specifies that the Medical Licensure Board shall have sole jurisdiction regarding complaints filed against ambulance services and Board of Nursing shall have sole jurisdiction regarding complaints filed against nurses.  Requires ambulance services and medical first responders to submit run information to the Cabinet for Health Services to be published on an annual basis.

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  Create a new section of KRS Chapter 311 to permit paramedics with specialized training in determination of death to pronounce persons dead and call the coroner to the scene; create a new section of KRS Chapter 311 to permit paramedics, with proper equipment, to perform advanced life support to persons in emergency situations anywhere in the state; amend KRS 311.658 regarding rendering of services by paramedics to provide that the State Board of Medical Licensure determine in what hospital settings services may be rendered; create a new section of KRS Chapter 216B to permit ambulance services to contract with or employ physician medical directors; create a new section of KRS Chapter 216B to permit ambulance services to provide liability insurance for physicians serving as medical directors; create a new section of KRS Chapter 216B to specify offenses during ambulance inspections, specify that certain supplies and equipment carried in medical care kits by emergency medical technicians and paramedics is considered to be on the ambulance for inspection purposes, and set penalties; create a new section of KRS Chapter 216B to set corrective actions for deficiencies of ambulance services and set penalties; amend KRS 216B.410 relating to ambulance run reports to permit electronic filing of information and to provide that the state provide a free master copy for making written reports; provide for authorized uses of ambulance run reports. 

HB 285/HCS deletes provisions relating to expansion of practice of paramedics, insurance for medical directors of ambulance services, and hiring of medical directors of ambulance services; insert new provisions permitting registered nurses with proper training to pronounce death, and providing that complaints against nurses serving with an ambulance service be made to the Board of Nursing; retain provisions relating to complaints against physicians, paramedics with proper training pronouncing death, and emergency medical services data collection. 

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  According to the Cabinet for Health Services (CHS), the fiscal impact is indeterminable because, although there is an estimated annual cost of $60,000 for publishing specified ambulance run information, this cost may be offset by decreases in the cost to the Medicaid program for ambulance runs.  CHS states that the annual publishing cost can be absorbed within the Department for Public Health budget.
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