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Summary of Legislation:

	Amends KRS 532.055 to permit victim impact testimony to be introduced relating to physical, financial or psychological harm suffered by the victim.

Amends KRS 533.020 to allow probation to continue until restitution is paid.


Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups):

	The Division of Probation and Parole anticipates this bill would have a major impact on the projected felon probation population.  The bill would not permit clients to become inactive until their restitution was paid in full. Currently the maximum period of supervision is 5 years before active supervision may be terminated.  This bill would potentially extend the period of active supervision indefinitely.  We have assumed that, on average, the probation extension would be for a term of 5 years although many would likely be for less than five years and many longer than 5 years.  It is estimated this bill would add 250 persons under supervision each year.   The total increase in the probation population therefore “stacks up” by 250 each year for 5 years until it levels off at 1,250 at the end of the 5th year after passage.

The bill also extends probation for misdemeanants until restitution is paid but that impact would fall upon the counties which supervise misdemeanants and not the Kentucky Department of Corrections.


Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted):

	The fiscal impact to the Department of Corrections is the cost of supervising approximately 250 additional felon probation cases each year for five years that would have to be kept on active supervision.   The average cost to supervise was $1,126 per year per client for FY97.   As reflected on the accompanying spreadsheet, the projected cost of supervising 250 additional probationers in the first year after passage is $298,200; $613,600 in year 2 to supervise 500 additional probationers, etc., and grows to $1.7 million within 5 years after passage when 1,250 additional probationers are on active supervision

The fiscal impact of extended probation for misdemeanants would fall upon the counties which supervise misdemeanants.
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