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AN ACT relating to animal euthanasia.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 321.181 is amended to read as follows:

As used in this chapter, unless the context requires otherwise:
(1)
"Board" means the Kentucky Board of Veterinary Examiners;

(2)
"Animal" means any animal, except human beings;

(3)
"Compensation" includes any gift, bonus, fee, money, credit, or other thing of value;

(4)
"Veterinarian" means a practitioner of veterinary medicine who is duly licensed in the Commonwealth of Kentucky;

(5)
"Practice of veterinary medicine" means:

(a)
To diagnose, treat, correct, change, relieve, or prevent: animal disease, deformity, defect, injury, or other physical or mental conditions, including the prescription or administration of any drug, medicine, biologic, apparatus, application, anesthetic, or other therapeutic or diagnostic substance or technique, and the use of any manual or mechanical procedure for testing for pregnancy, or for correcting sterility or infertility, or to render advice or recommendation with regard to any of the above;

(b)
To engage in veterinary surgery, obstetrics, embryo transfer, dentistry, acupuncture, manipulation, and all other branches or specialties of veterinary medicine and the prescribing, administering, or dispensing of drugs and medications for veterinary purposes, in accordance with the applicable federal statutes and regulations governing controlled prescription and legend drugs; and

(c)
To use any title, words, abbreviation, or letters in a manner or under circumstances which induce the belief that the person using them is qualified to do any act described in paragraphs (a) and (b) of this subsection.

(6)
"Embryo transfer" means to remove any embryo from any animal for the purpose of transplanting the embryo into another female animal or for the purpose of cryopreserving the embryo, or to implant the embryo into any animal, including food and companion animals;

(7)
"Chemical restraint" means the use of any prescription or legend drug that restrains or tranquilizes the animal;

(8)
"Direct supervision" means the veterinarian is on the premises, and is quickly and easily available, and the animal has been examined by a veterinarian at the times acceptable veterinary medical practice requires, consistent with the particular delegated animal health care tasks;

(9)
"Indirect supervision" means the veterinarian does not have to be on the premises as long as a valid veterinary/client/patient relationship has been established and the veterinary technologist, veterinary technician, or veterinary assistant has been instructed on the applicable animal health care tasks in accordance with KRS 321.441 and 321.443.

(10)
"Emergency" means the animal has been placed in a life threatening condition and immediate treatment is necessary to sustain life;

(11)
"Impaired veterinarian program" means the Kentucky Veterinary Medical Association sponsored program for the identification, intervention, and monitoring of veterinarians impaired as a result of alcoholism, chemical dependence, or drug abuse;

(12)
"Veterinary medical impairment committee" means a committee of the Kentucky Veterinary Medical Association, comprised of individuals who have expertise in the areas of alcoholism, chemical dependence, drug abuse, or physical or mental illness, that has been designated by the Kentucky Veterinary Medical Association to perform activities related to the impaired veterinarian program.

(13)
"Veterinary technologist" means a person who has successfully completed an accredited program of veterinary technology approved by the board and who is registered in accordance with KRS 321.441;

(14)
"Veterinary technician" means a person who has an associate degree related to veterinary sciences, or its equivalent as approved by the board, and who is registered in accordance with KRS 321.441;

(15)
"Veterinary assistant" means a lay person employed by a licensed veterinarian in accordance with KRS 321.443.

(16)
"Certified animal control agency" means a county or municipal animal shelter, dog pound, or animal control agency; private humane society; state, county, or municipal law enforcement agency; or any combination thereof that temporarily houses stray, unwanted, or injured animals and that is certified under the provisions of Section 2 of this Act.

(17)
Certified animal euthanasia technician" means a person employed by a certified animal control agency who is authorized by the board, under Section 2 of this Act, to humanely euthanize animals by administering drugs designated by the board for euthanasia.
SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 321 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The Board of Veterinary Examiners, upon submission of a complete application and payment of a fee established by the board, shall issue to any animal control agency that it determines to be qualified, a certificate authorizing the agency to apply to the federal Drug Enforcement Agency, including any successor entity, for a restricted controlled substance registration certificate for the purchase, possession, and use of sodium pentobarbital or other drugs as authorized by the board for administration by a certified animal euthanasia technician to euthanize injured, sick, or abandoned animals.

(2)
Upon submission of a complete application, payment of a fee established by the board, and successful completion of a board-approved animal euthanasia technician training course by the applicant, the Board of Veterinary Examiners shall issue to any person whom it determines to be qualified, a certificate for the person to function as a certified animal euthanasia technician.

(3)
Euthanasia of animals in a certified animal control agency shall be performed by a licensed veterinarian, including a registered veterinary technician or technologist employed by and functioning under the direct supervision of a licensed veterinarian, or a certified animal euthanasia technician as provided for in subsection (2) of this section. A certified animal control agency that employs a certified animal euthanasia technician may purchase, possess, and administer sodium pentobarbital or other drugs that the board approves for the euthanasia of animals. Sodium pentobarbital and other drugs approved by the board shall be the only drugs used for the euthanasia of animals in a certified animal control agency.

(4)
Certified animal control agencies and certified animal euthanasia technicians shall be required to renew their certificates at intervals, upon conditions, and upon the payment of fees established by the board.

Section 3.   KRS 321.235 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The board shall administer and enforce the provisions of this chapter and shall have the responsibility of evaluating the qualifications of applicants for licensure and certification.

(2)
The board may issue subpoenas, examine witnesses, pay appropriate witness fees, administer oaths, and investigate allegations of practices violating the provisions of this chapter.

(3)
The board may promulgate administrative regulations pursuant to Chapter 13A and this chapter to carry out the provisions of this chapter.

(4)
The board may conduct hearings and keep records and minutes necessary to carry out the function of this chapter.

(5)
The board may evaluate the qualifications and authorize the issuance of licenses,[ or] registration, or certification to qualified candidates.

(6)
The board may renew licenses,[ and] registrations, and certifications and require continuing education as a condition for renewal.

(7)
The board may suspend, or revoke licenses or certifications, or impose supervisory or probationary conditions upon licensees or certificate holders, or impose administrative disciplinary fines, issue written reprimands, or any combination thereof.

(8)
The board may seek injunctive relief in Franklin Circuit Court to stop the unlawful practice of veterinary medicine by unlicensed persons.

Section 4.   KRS 321.990 is amended to read as follows:

Any person who shall violate or aid in the violation of any of the provisions of KRS 321.175, 321.181, 321.185, 321.190, 321.193, 321.195, 321.200, 321.201, 321.205, 321.211, 321.221, 321.230, 321.235, 321.237, 321.240, 321.320, 321.351, 321.360, 321.441,[ and] 321.443, and Section 2 of this Act shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction shall be fined not less than ten dollars ($10) nor more than five hundred dollars ($500), or sentenced to jail for not less than ten (10) nor more than ninety (90) days, or both so fined and imprisoned in the discretion of the jury.
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