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AN ACT relating to property tax.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 132.450 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Each property valuation administrator shall assess at its fair cash value all property which it is his duty to assess except as provided in paragraph (c) of subsection (2) of this section. In the case of securities which are regularly bought and sold through stock exchanges, the price at which such property closed on the last regular business day preceding the assessment day shall be prima facie evidence of the fair cash value of such property. The property of one (1) person shall not be assessed willfully or intentionally at a lower or higher relative value than the same class of property of another, and any grossly discriminatory valuation shall be construed as an intentional discrimination. The property valuation administrator shall make every effort, through visits with the taxpayer, personal inspection of the property, from records, from his own knowledge, from information in property schedules, and from such other evidence as he may be able to obtain, to locate, identify, and assess property.

(2)
(a)
In determining the total area of land devoted to agricultural or horticultural use, there shall be included the area of all land under farm buildings, greenhouses and like structures, lakes, ponds, streams, irrigation ditches and similar facilities, and garden plots devoted to growth of products for on-farm personal consumption but there shall be excluded, land used in connection with dwelling houses including, but not limited to, lawns, drives, flower gardens, swimming pools or other areas devoted to family recreation. Where contiguous land in agricultural or horticultural use in one (1) ownership is located in more than one (1) county or taxing district, compliance with the minimum requirements shall be determined on the basis of the total area of such land and not the area of land which is located in the particular county or taxing district.

(b)
Land devoted to agricultural or horticultural use, where the owner or owners have petitioned for, and been granted, a zoning classification other than for agricultural or horticultural purposes qualifies for the agricultural or horticultural assessment until such time as the land changes from agricultural or horticultural use to the use granted by the zoning classification.

(c)
When the use of a part of a tract of land which is assessed as agricultural or horticultural land is changed either by conveyance or other action of the owner, the right of the remaining land to be retained in the agricultural or horticultural assessment shall not be impaired provided it meets the minimum requirements, except the minimum ten (10) contiguous acre requirement shall not be applicable if any portion of the agricultural or horticultural land has been acquired for a public purpose as long as the remaining land continues to meet the other requirements of this section.

(d)
When in the opinion of the property valuation administrator any land has a value in excess of that for agricultural or horticultural use the property valuation administrator shall enter into the tax records the value of the property according to its fair cash value. When the property valuation administrator determines that the land meets the requirements for valuation as agricultural or horticultural land, the valuation for tax purposes shall be its agricultural or horticultural value.

(3)
When land which has been valued and taxed as agricultural land for five (5) or more consecutive years under the same ownership, fails to qualify for the classification through no other action on the part of the owner or owners other than ceasing to farm the land, the land shall retain its agricultural classification for assessment and taxation purposes. Classification as agricultural land shall expire upon change of use by the owner or owners or upon conveyance of the property to a person other than a surviving spouse.

(4)
If the property valuation administrator assesses any property, except stocks and bonds at the market value listed in recognized publications, at a greater value than that listed by the taxpayer or assesses unlisted property, the property valuation administrator shall serve notice on the taxpayer of such action. The notice shall be given by first-class mail or as provided in the Kentucky Rules of Civil Procedure.

(5)
Any taxpayer may designate on the property schedule any property which he does not consider to be subject to taxation, and it shall be the duty of the property valuation administrator to obtain and follow advice from the cabinet relative to the taxability of such property.

Section 2.   KRS 132.380 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Before any person's name shall appear before the voters on election day as a candidate for the office of property valuation administrator in any primary or general election, except as a candidate to succeed himself in office, or before he may be appointed property valuation administrator, except as an interim appointee as provided by KRS 132.375, he shall hold a certificate issued by the Revenue Cabinet, showing that he has been examined by it and that he is qualified for the office. All certificates issued shall expire one (1) year from the date of issuance, except for the certificates issued to successful candidates of the 1997 exam. Those certificates shall remain valid until after the November, 1998 election. The examinations shall be written and formulated so as to test fairly the ability and fitness of the applicant to serve as property valuation administrator. The Revenue Cabinet shall hold the examinations in at least one (1) place in each Supreme Court district during the month of November[October] of each year immediately preceding each year in which property valuation administrators are to be elected. The Revenue Cabinet shall advise each county attorney of the time and place of the examination, and the county attorney shall post a notice thereof in a conspicuous place in the courthouse two (2) weeks before the examination is given. Any person desiring to take an examination shall appear at the time and place designated.

(2)
If, after the giving of the examination, as provided in subsection (1), there is only one (1) person qualified to be a candidate in the county, the Revenue Cabinet shall hold a second examination prior to the filing date in each Supreme Court district where necessary. Applicants from only those counties having not more than one (1) person qualified shall be eligible to take the examination. Notice of the second examination shall be posted in the manner provided in subsection (1).

(3)
Whenever there is a vacancy in the office of property valuation administrator to be filled by appointment or by election, and there is not more than one (1) person holding a valid certificate and eligible for appointment or election, the Revenue Cabinet may hold a special examination for applicants seeking a certificate for the office. If, after the giving of a special examination, only one (1) person is qualified, the county judge/executive may request a second examination. Special examinations shall be held in the same manner as regular examinations.

(4)
Examinations shall be given and graded in accordance with rules of the cabinet published at the time of the examination. Within ten (10) days after the examination, a certificate of fitness and qualification to fill the office of property valuation administrator shall be issued by the Revenue Cabinet to each person passing the examination.

(5)
Examination records shall be preserved by the cabinet for twelve (12) months after the examination, and the record of any person who took the examination may be seen by him at the office of the Revenue Cabinet in Frankfort, Kentucky.

Section 3.   KRS 132.385 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The cabinet shall develop and administer a program for the purpose of providing education and training in the technical, legal, and administrative aspects of property tax administration for property valuation administrators, deputy property valuation administrators, and cabinet employees. Courses may be created and taught by cabinet personnel or the cabinet may adopt specific courses offered by appropriate professional organizations.

(2)
The cabinet shall develop and administer, in cooperation with the property valuation administrators, a certification program for property valuation administrators, deputy property valuation administrators, and cabinet employees. A professional designation, "certified Kentucky assessor" (CKA), shall be awarded to those individuals successfully meeting the standards established by this program. Minimum requirements shall include one hundred twenty (120) hours of classroom instruction, passage of subject matter examinations, and three (3) years of experience in Kentucky property tax administration. An advanced designation, "senior Kentucky assessor" (SKA), shall be awarded to those individuals successfully completing an additional ninety (90) hours of classroom instruction, passage of subject matter examinations, and an additional two (2) years of experience in Kentucky property tax administration. Correspondence course credit administered by the cabinet may be substituted for no more than thirty (30) hours of the one hundred twenty (120) hours required for the "certified Kentucky assessor" (CKA) designation, and for no more than fifteen (15) hours of the additional ninety (90) hours required for the "senior Kentucky assessor" (SKA) designation.

(3)
Any property valuation administrator awarded the certified Kentucky assessor designation shall receive a five percent (5%) salary increase effective the first day of the month following receipt of the designation. Any property valuation administrator awarded the senior Kentucky assessor designation shall receive an additional five percent (5%) salary increase effective the first day of the month following receipt of the designation.[ Those property valuation administrators awarded the certified Kentucky assessor designation prior to August 1, 1994, shall receive the five percent (5%) salary increase effective August 1, 1994. Those property valuation administrators awarded the senior Kentucky assessor designation prior to August 1, 1994, shall receive an additional five percent (5%) salary increase effective August 1, 1994. The salary increases provided for in this subsection shall be funded only if sufficient surplus funds are available to fund the increases.]
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