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MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  Establish a process for the Attorney General (AG) to review and approve acquisitions of nonprofit health care facilities.

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  Create new sections of KRS Chapter 273 to prohibit acquisition of a nonprofit health care facility without approval of the Attorney General (AG); provide that approval of the AG is not required for facilities not owned by a nonprofit corporation, charitable trust or private foundation if the person(s) making the acquisition is a nonprofit corporation having a substantially similar charitable health care purpose or is exempt from federal tax; require a person acquiring a nonprofit health care facility to give at least thirty days notice to the AG; specify what must be in the application; provide that the application and related documents are open records; require the AG to hold a public hearing on the acquisition in the county where the facility is located; require the AG to review the proposed acquisition within 60 days after the hearing; specify criteria to be used in reaching decision for approval or disapproval; the AG may contract with consultants and other agencies and may monitor compliance; allows an application fee not to exceed the licensure fee per KRS 216B.042; allows the AG to charge for all necessary contracts, not to exceed $50,000. 

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  

There is no fiscal impact from the provisions of HB 324/HCS.  The Attorney General will provided the required services from the existing staff of the Office of Rate Intervention.
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