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AN ACT relating to the Department of Corrections.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 72.025 is amended to read as follows:

Coroners shall require a post-mortem examination to be performed in the following circumstances:

(1)
When the death of a human being appears to be caused by homicide or violence;

(2)
When the death of a human being appears to be the result of suicide;

(3)
When the death of a human being appears to be the result of the presence of drugs or poisons in the body;

(4)
When the death of a human being appears to be the result of a motor vehicle accident and the operator of the motor vehicle left the scene of the accident or the body was found in or near a roadway or railroad;

(5)
When the death of a human being occurs while the person is in a state mental institution or mental hospital when there is no previous medical history to explain the death, or while the person is in police custody, a jail or penal institution[, except pursuant to a sentence of death];

(6)
When the death of a human being occurs in a motor vehicle accident and when an external examination of the body does not reveal a lethal traumatic injury;

(7)
When the death of a human being appears to be the result of a fire or explosion;

(8)
When the death of a child appears to indicate child abuse prior to the death;

(9)
When the manner of death appears to be other than natural;

(10)
When human skeletonized remains are found;

(11)
When post-mortem decomposition of a human corpse exists to the extent that external examination of the corpse cannot rule out injury or where the circumstances of death cannot rule out the commission of a crime;

(12)
When the death of a human being appears to be the result of drowning;

(13)
When the death of an infant appears to be caused by sudden infant death syndrome in that the infant has no previous medical history to explain the death;

(14)
When the death of a human being occurs as a result of an accident;

(15)
When the death of a human being occurs under the age of forty (40) and there is no past medical history to explain the death;

(16)
When the death of a human being occurs at the work site and there is no apparent cause of death such as an injury or when industrial toxics may have contributed to the cause of death;

(17)
When the body is to be cremated and there is no past medical history to explain the death;

(18)
When the death of a human being is sudden and unexplained; and

(19)
When the death of a human being occurs and the decedent is not receiving treatment by a licensed physician and there is no ascertainable medical history to indicate the cause of death.

Section 2.   KRS 196.270 is amended to read as follows:

There shall be established and maintained within the Department of Corrections a centralized canteen operation which shall be incorporated and self-supporting. Each institution administered by the department and each institution which operates under a contract between the state and a private provider shall participate in the canteen operation. The directors of the canteen shall be as follows: the commissioner of the Department of Corrections, the deputy commissioner of Adult Institutions, the executive director of the Division of Administrative Services, and the wardens of all state and private correctional institutions. All profits from the canteen, including the sale of handicrafts made by inmates to the general public, shall be used exclusively for the benefit of the inmates of the department. The directors of the canteen may consolidate the assets of the existing state and private canteens for this purpose and to employ the staff and inmates necessary to efficiently manage the canteen. Assets and profits from the operation of private canteens shall be accounted for separately and utilized exclusively for the benefit of inmates in private prisons.
Section 3.   KRS 197.020 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The Department of Corrections shall:

(a)[(1)]
Formulate and prescribe all necessary regulations and bylaws for the government and discipline of the penitentiary, the rules for the government and official conduct of all officials connected with the penitentiary and for the government of the prisoners in their deportment and conduct;

(b)[(2)]
Prescribe the character of food and diet of the prisoners; rules for the preservation of the health of the prisoners; the daily cleansing of the penitentiary; the cleanliness of the persons of the prisoners; the general sanitary government of the penitentiary and prisoners; the character of the labor; and quantity of food and clothing; and the length of time during which the prisoners shall be employed daily;

(c)[(3)]
Adopt, amend, and rescind, as the department deems necessary, administrative regulations governing the disposition of abandoned, lost, or confiscated property of prisoners; and

(d)[(4)]
Cause the administrative regulations prescribed by them, together with the law allowing commutation of time to prisoners for good conduct, to be printed and posted in conspicuous places in the cell houses and workshops.

(2)
The department may impose a reasonable fee for the use of medical facilities by a prisoner who has the ability to pay for the medical and dental care. These funds may be deducted from the prisoner's inmate account. A prisoner shall not be denied medical or dental treatment because he has insufficient funds in his inmate account.

Section 4.   KRS 197.025 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
KRS 61.884 and 61.878 to the contrary notwithstanding, no person, including any inmate confined in a jail or any facility or any individual on active supervision under the jurisdiction of the department, shall have access to any records if the disclosure is deemed by the commissioner of the department or his designee to constitute a threat to the security of the inmate, any other inmate, correctional staff, the institution, or any other person.

(2)
KRS 61.872 to the contrary notwithstanding, the department shall not be required to comply with a request for any record from any inmate confined in a jail or any facility or any individual on active supervision under the jurisdiction of the department, unless the request is for a record which pertains to that individual.

(3)
KRS 61.880 to the contrary notwithstanding, all persons confined in a penal facility shall challenge any denial of an open record with the Attorney General pursuant to the procedures set out in KRS 61.880(2) before an appeal can be filed in a Circuit Court.

(4)[(3)]
KRS 61.872 to the contrary notwithstanding, the Department of Corrections shall refuse to accept the hand delivery of an open records request from a confined inmate.

(5)[(4)]
KRS 61.870 to 61.884 to the contrary notwithstanding, all records containing information expunged pursuant to law shall not be open to the public.

(6)[(5)]
The policies and procedures of administrative regulations of the department which address the security and control of inmates and penitentiaries shall not be accessible to the public or inmates. The Administrative Regulations Review Subcommittee's review process for these policies and procedures shall be conducted in closed sessions.

(7)
KRS 61.880(1) to the contrary notwithstanding, upon receipt of a request for any record, the department shall determine within five (5) days after receipt of the request, excepting Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays, whether the record shall be released.

Section 5.   KRS 439.470 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The commissioner shall have the power and duty to make rules for the conduct of persons placed on probation or parole, except the commissioner shall not make any rule which conflicts with the conditions of probation imposed by the court or conditions of release imposed by the board.

(2)
The commissioner may utilize an approved monitoring device as defined in KRS 532.200(5) in the supervision of persons placed on probation or parole and to impose a reasonable fee on the probationer or parolee, as a condition of probation or parole, for equipment usage.

(3)
The commissioner, or his designee shall:

(a)
Be responsible for any reports of investigation and supervision as may be requested by the board or the courts;

(b)
Divide the state into districts and assign probation and parole officers to serve in the various districts and courts;

(c)
Direct the work of the officers and other employees assigned to him;

(d)
Formulate methods of investigation, supervision, record keeping, and reports;

(e)
Conduct training courses for the staff;

(f)
Negotiate with public or private groups or institutions for further training of employees and authorize the expenditure of funds for that purpose when needed;

(g)
Develop policies on probation and parole work in the light of other welfare administration policies.
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