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AN ACT relating to crimes and punishments.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 439.3401 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
As used in this section, "violent offender" means any person who has been convicted of or pled guilty to the commission of a capital offense, a Class A felony, or a Class B felony in which a nonparticipant is killed or receives serious physical injury[involving the death of the victim], or any person who has been convicted of or pled guilty to the commission of rape in the first degree or sodomy in the first degree[ of the victim, or serious physical injury to a victim].

(2)
A violent offender who has been convicted of a capital offense and who has received a life sentence (and has not been sentenced to twenty-five (25) years without parole), or a Class A felony and receives a life sentence, or to death and his sentence is commuted to a life sentence shall not be released on parole until he has served at least twelve (12) years in the penitentiary.

(3)
A violent offender who has been convicted of a capital offense or Class A felony with a sentence of a term of years or Class B felony who is a violent offender shall not be released on parole until he has served at least fifty percent (50%) of the sentence imposed.

(4)
This section shall not apply to a person who has been determined by a court to have been a victim of domestic violence or abuse pursuant to KRS 533.060 with regard to the offenses involving the death of the victim or serious physical injury to the victim. The provisions of this subsection shall not extend to rape in the first degree or sodomy in the first degree by the defendant.

(5)
This section shall apply only to those persons who commit offenses after July 15, 1986.
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